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MIRACLES:

Colle&ed out of
Roman-Cathohck Authors.

With fome Remarkable

HISTORIES

_ Relating to
‘Bzitfﬁ), Englith, and Jrith %atutﬁ. .

With a ‘I’rcy‘nce concerning the :9\4 iracles,

e

No drticle was ever mith more force of Spirit, or more grave Antlmrzt] fet
forth fince the beginning of Chriftian Religion, thanathis one of Purgato-
ry 5 never Nation was Comverted to the Faith, but had this Truth not
only Tm;‘gbt by Word, but by Miracles alfo Cwyfnmd W. Allen’s De-
fence of the Catholick Do&rine of Purgatory, P 112,

LOND 0 N:
Printed for Réchard Baldwin. M DC LXXXVIH




T
-t N
ERS
i

. .
EYL, -

ALY IR
[

- N

. .

R
\

N .
N 1
P
o
H
t



T —— e —
-— —_——

ot

F-5-3¢%

 THE

REZEADER, | ' .
H 18 Colleétion of Miracles was intended as an Ap-
' dix to the School of the Eucharist, and to let the
: ereticks know furtber, that if the Papifts pleafe they

can trump up Miracles to prove all their other Do-
&trines, as well as that fingle one of Tvanfubftantia-

~ %iom. Nay, they bave out-dome their own Bufinef in that hind, for

they bave employed Miracles againft ome anorhér, to prove the comtrary .
Points of Dockrime which are amongft themfelves : So that the World
bas not only been filled with Roman : Catholick, but, for inffance,
swith Dominican and Pranci{can Miracles. For to paf§ by the Tra-
{d; of Jetzer which is of elder date, it i well known bow._she Pul-
ets Eggs m the Canarics bave been of ‘late years both  Maculifts and
Immaculifts, and bave been foumd in quite comtrary Stories. For when
the Francifcans were baffled in their other Arguments, they betook
themfelves to this last and- most- unanfwerable Method of Confuting
their Adverfaries, and accordingly ome-of them brings an Egg to the Bi-
Jhop of the Canaries, which was well artefted to fe found in a Pullet's
Nef, with an Infeription of Letters which feemed to grow in the Shell
of i#t, That the Virgin Mary was Conceived without Original
in.  This Miracle (Funnied the Dominicans for fome time ; but al-
ways et a Priest to catch a Prieit, for by that time the Dominicans
were Virtuofo's [afficient to prepare ome, They alfo bad a Pulles’s Egg out
of the Neft with the quite contrary Infcription upen it : And if the Bi-
fhop bad nos pus a fop to thefe Proceedings, no body kmows where their
Miracles would bave-ended. ~ The Tiuth of this Story is fo well known
to the Englith Merchants who have of late beem in the Canaries, thar -
for the fubftance of it 1 will refer my [elf to rbe Spanith Walk upon the -
Exchange, and { am fure I bave not willingly varied in any Circum-

. Jeance. Q- T ,
(Reioe) O 850725 . Bw
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The PREFA CE.

But will any man of common Senfe call fuch Forgeries, as all theft
are, by the Sacred Name of Miracles 2 Or entitle the little Cheats of
Priefts to the Almighty Power of God 2 No furely ; for not only every
Chriftian bas a furer Word of Prophecy to give Zzeﬁ wunto, but alfo every
Natural Man bas a better Light to guide iim, than to be impofed upon
by Lying Winders. For as for Ohriffisns, it & a firft Principle with
tz:mz'?at if andAngel Jrom Heaven teach any otbzr Gofpel than what
they bowre recgived from Chrift anel s Apefites; that | is wiwife
and acowrfed Spirit, and mot to be believed 5 And wimc Natural
Men it 5 aw umdoubted Axiom, That God camnot demy bimelf, nor
work any Miracle which # Inconfiftent with his own Divine Nature :
So that if any presended Miracles to atteft fuch Dolirines as are contrar
vo the plain and exprefs revelation of Scripture, and 15 the dnchangeable
Nature of God, we gre abieat the firft fight both as Men and Chriftians,
to promounce fuch Miracles to I:ef{a{/e,vmg counterfeit. - Upom botbof }beﬁ ‘
accounts we are fure that the School of the Euchariff 3 an beaypof For-

Beries, which are nat fit to be endured eitber by Men or Chriftibws. For
the Detrineof Tranfubft antiation, in bebalf of which God. is {awd to bave
wrought all thofe amazximg Miracles , is exprefly contrary to Seripryre,
which teaches us; That Chrifl’s Body is atrue Humame Body, in Hamane
< Shape and Proportions: Whereas Tranjubjt antintion quitecomsrary maki
nomore bist a little Breaden Apparition of the [elf fame Body , and wi
force s tobelieve, That it is in the form of a Crumb of Bread. Again,
all Miracles wrought in bebalf of Tramfubft antiaiion, are wroughs 'tp
Prove, That both the fides of an infnite number of Contradictions are
True 5 But as we are men we ave infallibly cersain, that it is Ingpollible
for bosh Jides of a Comtradiction to be True : From whence we aope. 8-
like certain , That it is Impoffible for the God of Trutb-to fet 51'1 8eal ‘to
Tranfubftansiation, that is to [ay, to [uch & number of Falfhoodsi -
. Thejame may be fhown in the other Points of Popery, as Invocation of
Saints and-Angels , Worfbip of Images, Worflip of Relicks, or Pu)
Mens Bones, Prayers inan Unknows Tongue, &c. which are dmwnright
Contradictions both t0 the Doétrine of Seripture, as alfo to the Principles
of Natural Light, and sbe everlafting Notions which we bave of God.
But becanfe Purgatory & the matser which lies before us, I [hall chuje
- rather to inftance inthat. o L
Teid. ca.  nd 1. Tbg.Popifh Doétrine which [ays, That amongft the Rec«%-k
«ech. Sub ptacles-or Apartments of Hell, thege is a Purgatory-fire whers;
Artic. — with the Souls of the Godly being tormented for a limited time
Symbol. - are cleanfed from Sin, that{o they may have a paffage into their
24 Inferos Eternal Country into which no unclean thing fhalllenter, # plain-
& 5. : L b

.



The PREFACE -
wwor Dev O3pel 5. for I challonge: albtde Worl to focssr me wihens onrSa-
zM\-br;h& Apopics bave Pre am fuckbGoel: Nay, # 2 s
contrary-Goftel, for i [Pandsin a dived and diamervical oppefition to the
mmcipal Doctrimes. of Chriftiamity, as bas been larg‘e]) and learnedly
by Pr. Sherlock in Fhe Second Part of bs Prefervative againft
Popery. So thar if' the Papifts bad fourty times more Miracles than
they bave for the effablifiment of Pargatory, yet while we are Chri-
Fians we muit reject bork it and them as Forgeries and Falfhoods.

2. As we are men we are able to fhew the ﬁvg!mi of that Doctrine,
and confequently of allthe Miracles wronght im bebalf of it.  For lec men
call an old Heathenifh Poetical F¥ion by the Name of an Articl of the
Catholick Faith, the news Name does not alter.the nature of the Thing,
nor make a Filtion to be a Truth. _ :

F[hal| therefore examine Purgatory as a Dollrine of the Poets, but
g no means a5 & Doltrine of Chriffianity, and confider what a wife

eathen would bave faid toin.  And 1. He wonld [ay, That to fuppofe
the Sonls of the GodYy to be an unclean Thing, % a comtradsétion in terms 3
Jor an:aniclean Soub is an ungodly Svul. 2. He swould fay, That Fire
2 1m0 meanms of purging away the Defilements of a Soul, nor can a fpiri-
tuak [wbftavce be chymically prepared for Heavem. 3. He would make
awork with their contradictions Charity i Prayin, f%r Souls out of Pur-
gatory, in gy in% Alms md faying Maffes to b5p them ont, whem yer -
they fredfafly believe with 4 Divine Faith, that thofe Souls were fent
thither ws. Pur'fofz or their good, and thar if the punifhments of Purgatory
be vt neceffary for their entramce into Heawen, they went thither in
van. 4. ;z;bwgb-'b( were a very Philofopher , be would [miless
amach, tothink bow one man's Ahms or Ave s [hould fupply the place of 4
poging Bre awd refime amother man’s drof, as be would to think bow-
one “man’s taking: Phyfick: flonld make another man Well. In fbort, be
would think of this Dolfrime, anil of a¥ tbe Abracles which fupport is,
as be ought to think. * ‘ ,

Thas # 4 [ure way of judging concerning all other Popilh Moracles ,
even of the great Xavier's,which the Author of the Pulpit Sayings, p.21..
brags 1o _have gained credis amongst Proteftants themfelves. ~ But for-
sertain thofe Proteftants bad never read Xavier's Perfic Gofpel , rranf
lased as I remember by Ludovicus de Dieu, for then they muit bave.
concluded, that God would never give bis Letters of Credence to fuch a.
Folia dpofte, nor employ bis own Almighty Power to gain belief to fuch.
on beap of Fualfhoods as there 1, yea shough they be mixed with. fome.
Truths,, for the Devil bimfelf neer (poke all Lies. )

. P



The PREFACE. |
It is eafie-to apply this Rule awhich con wever fail, vo-al.-she Mir&
cles in thu oﬂo:n?”é, Coﬂc&ion: which are [uck a conmot be vecomciled
awith Chriftianity, nor the watwral Nosions which we baveof God.  God
and Nature do nothing invains But can any shing be more vain and.

fortive than thofe Maiches of Mirasles, which we bave p. 32 and 44 2

Where Omuiporecy is employed 10 lef purpafe, than tbe Capping of Ver.

Jfes beswint two’ School-boys, or than if one of thew fhould ftand to.blow
out a C- dle, while the otber blew it in again. . And if thofe Miracles

 which paffed betwixt St. Molva and St. Modoc, p. 44. bave any

wieaning at all, they tend only to confirm the Dottrine o " AbfFaining from
Mmf which Do{'t.‘rifie _Iw] but a very bad Cbaraff{r, xﬂ ng:]f 3
gvd therefore thofe Miracles are wndoubted Impoftures.  For the Dodtrines
of Devils [hall never be confirmed with God's Miracles. ,

" "But every Reader is able to judge for bimfelf, which of thefe Miracles

aretom purpofe, and which are for the Priej?’: urfofc, and to make the -

Popifh Pot boyl, as the Fire of Purgatory lainly 1 3 which are for the
bonpoftfr of rbe]Sai»t , avd tbzfdi]hqfour of PGod,] which are fit to {aﬂavé
snen’s minds, and which are fit to widen their Belief, that they may the
more eafily [wallow the Myfteries of Popery 5 and in a word, which of
them [erve beft for thofe Superftirious and Antichriftian Ules, which t
Church of Rome knows very well bow 1o pus them to.  And therefore
1 fhall only- take notice of ome fingle Miracle, but it was & Breeder and
“bad a great many more the belly of it, and that s the Staff of Jefus,
awbich Juftus she Hermite was ordered to deliver to St. Patrick, of which
you bave an Account p. 42, 43 Now 1 only ask, Whetber toe Chri-
{tians [aid their Creed that Morning, when Fefus Chrift bad lain 4l Night
at J.ftus’s Cell, and when be delivered to bim the Staff ¢ For at that
_gimme eitber the Arsicle of b fitting in Heaven, or elfe bas delivering of
the Staff, and-afcending afterwards into Heaven, was not trae,
1 defire fome Romifb Prieft to tell me which it wag. :

&

| purgatow

B, 55 - |
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‘MIRACLES:

’ Colle&ted out of ' ’
- Roman-Catholick Authors.

Tve Hiftery of a Man, that having experiénc'd the Pains of Pur-
gatory, chofe much ‘rather to [uffer the Miferies of Humane
Life, for many Tears together, than Three Days Torments in
Purgatory. '

)

'E read in St. Antowin, that a2 Man who had bean ex-
tremely debauch’d, was vifited by God with a long
and painful Sicknefs. As he was a great lover of
his Pleafure , and his Diftemper putting him as it
were upon the rack, he at length loft all Patience, and earneftly bhe-
fought our Lord, that he would fend Death to him. An Angel ap-
peared to him, that offered him the choice, either to continue fick as
he was two Years longer, or fpend three Days in Purgatory. This
Man being only fenfible of his prefent £am, preferr’drt%xree Days in

- Purgatory, before a two Years ficknefs. But hardly had he been

an Hour in thofe Dreadful Flames, but that the fame Angel came
to vifithim there, and aske him in what condition he found himfelf.
Ah! he anfwer'd, you have deceiv'd me; For Iwas to have been but
three Days in Purgatory, ‘and whereas I have now. been feveral Years
here. No,the Angel retorted,I have notdeceived you. But it is the vio-

_ lence of your pains, that makes you think the little time you have
been here {0 long. Ah! for Godsfake, reply’d he, dofo as that Imay
again returninto life; For I am ready to fuffer all the pains of my Di-
ftemper, not only during two Years, but as long as it fhall pleafe’ God
to afli& -and punifh me. He obtain’'d what he required, and never

afior didhe gomplain of the pains hecnduccd, Le Pedeg Clrifien,p-§08.

,
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Purgatory Prov'd by Miracles -
How a certain Holy Perfon was induc'd to Pray for Siuls in Pur-
gatory - . - . . T S e s

A Holy Min, call'd Bestrand, a Provincial of-the Order. of St. Do
minique, faid Mafs daily for the ¢xpiation of hisown fins,without
troubling himfelf with offering it. to God for the xepofe of Souls in Pur- .
tory,../ Being éne dayaskethe reafon of this, he anfwer'd, Thatthofe
§%rul§were fecur’d of their falvation,and by confequence,that they had
lels need of Prayers than the living. The Night fellowing a dead man
appeared ten times to him, knocking his hand againft his Coffin, and -
making a fhew as if he would maul' him. Which poflefsd him with fo.
great a feag, that ho rof€ up hetimes in the Mogning, and wencto fay
Maf; for the Dead ; and all the reft of his Life he %ﬁem in procuring.
by. all forts of means-their; eafe and delivery.. Pedag. Chreff. p..g12.

fbe. Account qf a Ma& in I;"m'gamy,_ Sor né&le&iﬁg to Pray for
the Dead. -~ =~ - S

N the Year 1541, 2Holy religious Pricft; of the Osdey
E appeared after his Death to 2 Novice, who pray'd

ra
told he was'in Purgatary, becaufe he had been neglige pﬁ% |
for the.Dead. ~ Pedog: Chreff. pus3e ..« 0 :

4 F%rg?é;.{ﬁ‘?r Iiaz}i;ng;éeen in Purgaror y.and Eleaven isfelf, teturns
- upon Earsh, for the good and Comverfion of Simwers. -

T, Chriffine,a Virgin,and Native of Sr. Trou in Hasbaye,being dead,.
Sher Soul was convey'd into aplace, wherethey: fufferd fuch horri¢
ble torments, that fhe thought it to be Hell ; but an Angel affurd her;.
that it was only Purgatory, Fromthence fhe was carried into Heaveny
‘before the Throne of God,wheleft it to her choice, whether fhe would:
femain efernally with the Blefled in [glory, or be re-united to her Body,.
to.labour, for the deliverance of thofe Souls which fhe had feen fuffer

fuch d'rcadzd Pynifhments, and afterwards retusst into' Heaven, there
to receive the Crown which fhe had meritedby her good Works. She:
took this laft courfe;and at the fame inflaiit fie reseneréd imoher de?;,,
which waslaid publickly. at¢hat time in the midft ofthe Churefrwhile
they were »fayi,qgvl\'/(lgﬁ From that time:this Saint ferfonm’d ficch rigo-
 rous Penarces, nd fich afitaziig Moreificartonis;chit 1he juftly acquired
“the Sir-name of Admirable. Le'Pedag. Chreft. p. 513 The

A




ColleSted onit of Roman-Catholick_Anthors. 3
-7 " The Thanks of the Dead, fof the Prayers of the Léving, ~
‘QT. Lichers,Bifhop of Cambr. ,m?‘ypmymgin S¢. Nicholas'sChurch.
yard, in the ﬁsme Gity, for thofe that were there enterr'd; and
with great devotion faying this Verfe, which the Church {0 often
fings: May the Souls of all ¢he Faithful that are Dead reft in Pease ; -
- Voice was heard in the Air, that anfwer'd chearfully and diftindtly,
So be is. Le-Ped. Chreff. p.g14. ' ' o

4 i’erﬁn that devoted bisWhole Life for the Redemption of the Dead.

Ban Ximenes, of the Company of Fefas, areligiousMan of extraordi-
J nary Vertue, praying for the Dead onthe day of Al Saints, before
the Image of the Inmacalate Coneeption of our Lady, heard a Voice
that faid to him, Ximenes,remember you the Souls that are in Purgatory.Which
fo fenfibly affe@ed him, that tie offer’d to God for them all his Morti- -
fications, all his Good Works, and geaerally all.che A@s of Vertue,
whether Interior, or Exterior, that he was:to. do fram .thattime till.
death. Le Pedag. Chreft. p. §ig, ‘ o R

St. ‘Themas Aquinas his Pxrgatory Expeditions.

y S'T.Tbom; Aquinas, faith the Reverend Father Ribadeseyra, in_his
. AJ Fowers of the Lives of Saints, was wont to.demand three things of

- Almighty God with great Inftance: The ficft was force to ferve him

- without ever relenting in that firft Primitive fervour wherewith he
..had undertaken his fervice. The fecond, that he would be pleafed

- £0-keep him always in the humble and poor condition of a Religi-
ous ftate, which he had made profeflion of. And the third was,

- that he would reveal unto him, what. ftate his Brother .4rneld was
in, whom the Emperour Conrade had ﬁl;t’ to death , becaufe he
ftuck to the Party of the Church. All which three things our Lord
granted him in ample manner. For he gave him Grace to perfevere
an his fervice until death in his Religious Order, with great fanQity ;
and he revealed unto him in a Vifion, that his Brother was in the

~ ftate of Salvation; our Lord recompencing the Death -which he was

- ¢ put unto for his Service and for the Defence of -the Ghurch. His

- Sifter, that had taken a Reéligious Courfe, appeared once unto him,
whilft he was praying , and teld him , that fhe was in:Purgasory, ™ 7
‘demanding the ‘Affiftance of ‘his Sacrifices and other Prayers.- The =~ .
Saint_was very careful to help ‘her wifli3 Maffes, :Fa&ing’s,uPrayersl;
S : . 2 - bot



4 Purgatory Prowrd by Miracles : -
both by himfelf and by other Religious Men. And few days after,
fhe appeared afgam for to thank him-for the benefit he had proca-
red unto her, for that fhe was now in Glory. = Sr. Thomas asked her,
of the condition of his two Brothers, and of his own ftate, Mk iy
it weve good in the prefence of God 2 She anfwered, That their Brother
Landulfte was in Purgatory, and Arnold was as rest 5 and thas for whet
sencerned bimfelf, be was in the Grace of God, and that (hortly they [hould
all of them meet together, but be fbould be far higher in glory, for bis good
Service and Pains taken in the Church, - Moreover, at another time,
.when he was .one Night praying in the Church of his Convent, at
Naplas,” Frg'ealr Romanus, who fucceeded him in the Chair of Divinity
in France, being lately deceafed, appeared unto him, St. Thomas ha-
-ving yet underftood nothing of his death ; after thar he knew him,

- -and was told by him, that he was departed out of this World, he
-inquired of him, Whether bis Services were acceptable unto God, and if
e were in the fPate of Grace? Romanns bid him, go on and perfevere
in the flate be was in, for it was wvery good, and God was well pleafed
~awith st. Then St. Thomas asked Romanms, bow all things went with
~bim, and where be was 2 'To whom he replied, that be was now in
Heaven 5 but bad been fificen days in Purgatory for a neglect which be had
commiitted in the Executicn of the Bifhop of Parisbs Will, in a Matter which
‘ought to bave been performed out of band, and was delayed by bis fault.
Some other things did St Thomas ask him, and was fatisfid in them
all, after which Remanss vanithed; leaving him in great comfort and
confolation. For when God will reveal fome fecrets unto hisfervants,
 he ufeth firft to give them a Defire, and moveth them by his Holy In-
- fpirations for to demand them of him, giving them an affured confi-
- dence of obtaining what they ask : upon which Ground they walk
- fecurely, which they could not de, if that Divine Motion were want-
. ing, and if shrough a vain curiofity they did pretend to know the &-
. cret Judgments of our Lord, and the ftate of Souls departed out of this
- Life: as many times it falleth out. Fat. Peter Ribadeneyra’s Flowers of
~ theLives of the Saints, p.204. '

Whence came the Cuftom of [aying Thirty Maffes for the Dead, shich
are called the Maffes of St. Gregoty.

ST. Gregory the great Pope and Dodor, came to underftand thata .

+ A certain Monk that was fick, and ready to die, bad hoarded up

’;"‘l".‘;:,‘:; three hundred Crowns. This feemed unto him te be o grievous an

Sbe Sants, offence, that he commanded the Prior of the Monaftery, whof¢ name

n.223.  Was Preciofas, ¢o feg that none of the Religious fhoukd vifit him, o; af“i
, : ' or



ColleSted ont of Roman-Catbolick Autbors. 5

ford him any Comfort & to the end that fecing himfelf thus negle@ed
by all, he might at leaitin that Extremity, acknowledge his Fault, do
Penance, and come to be faved. The poor man died, and the Saint
‘would not permit his Body to be buried with the reft, but to be caft
upon a Dunghil, together with his three hundred Crowns : and all the
Monks faid, Pecunia Tua tecum fi in Perditionem 5 Thy Money perifh with
thee. 'This Rigor wasverchroﬁtablc: for when the Proprietory Monk
perceived that all abhorred him, he had great feeling of his Crime,
and died penitent: and the reft, that they might not incur the like
. Punifhment, laid at the Abbots feet all they had, even thofe things
which they mighitkeep according to the Rule. - After thirty days, the
hoty Father taking compaflion ot the Soulof this poor man, comman-
ded Preciofas to fay Mals for him every day for thirty days confequent-
“ly ; acthe end whercof the deceafed Monk appeared to a Brother of
his, that was a Religious Man, and told him, That be bad been in Pur-
gacory wntil that day, bus that now by the mercy of God be was going toGlo-
7. And this wasthe effe& of thethirty MZ which St. Gregory com-
manded to be faid for him. Whence came the cuftom of faying
“thirty' Mafles for the Dead ; which are called, The Maffes of Saint

‘Gregory.

St. Staniflaus Bifbop and Martyr, raifes up a Man to life that bad
been three years dead, to e bis WitnefS in a Procefs he had de-

pending.

T HE Reverend Father Ribadeneyra, in his faid Flowers of the Lives Yot Flow-
o the Saints, does acguaint us in the Life of St. Steniflass Bifhop 4% of the
and Martyr, how that that boly Bifbop had bought, for the benefic of hrve.df.
his Church, a piece of Land of a Rich man named Peter, and had p. 324.
 faithfully paid him the price of it; but yet could not fhew fufficient
. Evidences for the proof of the fame.. The man that fold him this

- Land had now been dead three years: And his Heirs, for to pleafe

the King, who bore a great enmity to the Saint, and to make their
“benefit of fo Tair an occafion, complained of the Bifhopin a Juridical

Court, that he had feized upon an Inheritance that bgfonged to them.

The Bufinefs was brought to be examined before the King ; who find-

_ing that the Biﬂxog wanted fome neceflary Writings, and that the Wit-
. nefles, for fear of his difpleafure, durft not inform the Gourt of the

“Truth, condemned him to reftore the Lands to Peter’s Heirs,. as due

.and proper to them by right ef Inheritance. The Saint demanded

hree days for to bring Peter before them, of whom he had bought the

Land, and who, as we faid, bad been dead -and buried three year;o;b:



2

Purgstory Prov'd by Miracles
fore. They eaffty granted him his demand; making a jeft and fpo:t
of it. Bur the Saint fafted, wdtche and ptzzl‘d with great fervotir antd
inftancy, begging of oir Lord, Thur feeing the Caufe was bss, and vhas it
Wwas be who was wronged and injured by shat unjuff Semtance, be would be
pleafed ro take the whole BufrwefS in-band, and rife up iv bis ows -defence.
At the end of three days, having offered ap the Holy Sacrifice of
Mafs, he went unto the Grave where Pefer lay buried, and made the
Gravefftone be taken away, and the Eafth opened until the Body ap-
peared : Then touching the f2id Body with his Crofier-ftaff, com-
manded Prrer to rife. At which inftant the dead Body obeying the
Voice of the living Saint, Perer rofeup and followed him to the Court,
where the King was, accompanied with all his Nobles and Judsges.
To whom-Sr. Stanifleas {poke thus : Leok beve s Peter,of whom I bowghs
the Land who having been dead, % rifen-again, and mow fandeth before
Jou.  Ask of bim i it be true that 1 paid b entirely that for- which be
Jold and I boighs ther Land for the-Church. The man s (ufficeently known,
bis Grave % apen : It 55 God who raifed bim to life, for the confrmation and
wlfiered proof of this Verity. His Word ought s0 -be amore ceriain and infal-
lible Argumens of it, than- all the Teftimomy of Witnelfes, -or Evidence of
Writings that can be alledged. This fo great and manifeft a2 Miracle did
-extreamly daunt the Courage of the Bithop’s Adverfaries, and ftruck
them to the very ‘heart, fo that they remained quite damb, and had
not'one word-to fay : For Parer declared publickly the Truth, and ve-
ry gravely and ferionfly warned his Heirs ro do Pemance for this sheir
[n, and for baving [o much molefted the boly Prelate, comtrary to all Equity

" and Puior. St Staniflans Offered Perer, if he defiresd to remaini fome

~ ytars in Life, to obrain it for him of Almighty God. But he chofe

rathet to return to his Grave, and dieagain prefendy, than to abide

" in_fo troublefome and dangerous a Life: and told.the Saint, Thar be

“waz in Patgatory, and that yet hé bid fowsething to fuffer in fatsfation
“the remmr;g q"b{cfm : and that-be bad rasber be fecure of bis (alvatien, j:’l'-.
“thougbh it Were by andergoing-the reft of vthe pain and torment due to bis for-
“wer fins, than engage bimfelf in the bazard and jeapard]‘z?umbnbi a-
wew to be toffed in the formy-and tempefiuoms Sea of b wicked Workd,
“That be begged of bim to befeech our Lord to remit and. pavdon him the refp
“tf bis Punofbawent, -and to releafe bim foon-sut of vhat Prifon, and bring him
%o enjoy hus glovy -in dbe -bleffed company of Sainrs. When he had faid this,
“8t. Staniflans accompanied him to- the'Grave, and a multitude of peo-
;ple went along withthem. Peter laid himfelf downin his Tomb, and
: >fed. himfelf for his Jaf Reft 5 and begging of all the Aflembly
“for to recommend his Soul unto eur Lond,. died she fecarmd time, for
wgoto five ceemally with AbmightyGéd. . .- = -1 ..

ry
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. St. Terea by ber Prayers reflues.a Perforout of Purgatory. -

‘A Certain Gentleman, who had given the Saint (viz. Terefz ) an:The Flow.
TInheritance for the founding of a Monaftery in Vafliodolid, mot<s of the

long after fuddenly fell fick and died, and his Speech faiting him, he 'L of
‘wasnot ableto rake a full Confeffion, although he gave great figns of P 793 ’
Contrition. She hearing of his Death,  was much afflited for- him,
fearing left perh?s his Soul was damned ;. and as’'the was recomnren-,
ding him to God, our Lord told her, That his falvation had been inf -

great danger, and that he had fhewed him mercy for the fervice he had’

done his Mother, giving hera Houfe for the building of a Monaftery’

there of her Order, and that he' frould come out of Pargatory whenr
the firft Mfs fhould be faid there, and not befbre. The Saint having
Heard this, being fo full of Chariry as fhe was, for that'fhe had' always$

before her Eyes the grievous pairts that this Soul endured, could find
no repofe umil fhe had founded the Monaﬁe?. , Ard to-the end thae

weé might know of the compaffion that our Eord has of the Souls that

are. in Purgatary, and how pleafing arid - grateful that is unto him;

which is doné for them, himfelf' one day, feeing thrat the Saint; by rea-

fort of certain Affairs whiich ‘occiirred; made fothe delay to go to-Faflio:

dolid ro fourrd the faid Momaffery, haftened Her on as The was in Pray.

er, bidding her to make haft away;for that that Soul fufféred-much.And

_ all 'was falfilled- as had been revealed unto her: for Ma being erided,.

and the Saint approaching to receive the Moly Communion, ¢he Gen:

deman who hiad Beef Mﬁi’u ‘of thie Houfe and-Garden, where fhe and

her Compantons now' were;’ appeéared  unto-ter withr 2-glorious dnd
chearful countenance, and thanked her with joymed' hands for thae:

which fhe had-doric. for his defivery out of Purgatory ; and after this

he mounted vp to- Heaven: ' -+ L oo m el Tl

T [
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C A Vifion of Purgatory, ERY, and Pavadge. | v -
" A Certain Husbandman, called: Tﬁhgcillm; “fiving at- Tsdfud? a Vil Matt. Pa.
(- lage in the Bithoprick of ‘Lomion,’ a perfon very Hofpicable to his "™ F- 181
capacity, while he wasim his Field, Falianss the Hofpitator-appedred.
to him, bidding him be ready at night, when'he wibuld' call uponhint),
there being: martets tobe divinely fhewd<him; that‘were beyond ehé
apprehenfions of, Humanity. Accordingly. he .came;: anid” bidding

rsilla to leave His Body to reft in- his Bed, for that- His Soul’ was.
. *Comisig to about'the middle-of the: World; they ehtied ntosa-glo-

rious-
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rious Court that had a_ wonderful light arifing, {aid the Guide, from
the decimation of the Juft. Here they met with St. Fames, who had
fent for this Stranger, and he bM St Fulian and St. Demmins, the Kee-
pers of the place, fhew the Stranger the g)enal places of the Wicked,
and the Manfions of the Juft. Hereuson t. Fulian inform'd him chat
this was the Court for all Souls newly departed their Bodies; and there
the Places and Manfions were fortedandaffign'd as well for thedamn’d,
asfor thofe that were toundergothe torments of Purgatory.  This place
was conftituced by our Saviour ufpon the. Interceflion of the glorious
Virgin Mary, for the reception of Souls that are new born in Chiift,
that they may there convene as foon as they leave the Body, -to be
tryd according to their Works, wichout any invafion of the Devils.
And this is call'd the Congregation of Souls. The Souls of the Juft.
were perfe@tly white, and had the Afpe@s of Youths. Without this’
Wall was the place of punifhment far thofe that usd injuftice-in mat-
ter of Tythes, and.the Saint perceiving b{aour Strangers coughing in
ﬁ:{fng y it, that he had been tardy in that bufinefs, he commanded
im to make a publick Confeffion of it at his return before the whole
Congregation, and require Abfolution from the Prieft. = . - .
* Eaftwardly between two Walls, was a vaft place of Purgatory-fire,.
and beyond it a Pond to renfe Souls in that hacf ‘waded chrough Pur-
tory, the water being falt and cold beyond comparifon. Over this -
ory St. Nicholas was the Overfeer. ' o :
ere was a mighty Bridge all befet with Nails and Spikes, and
Jeading to the Mount of Joy: On which Mount was a ffately Church,
~ {eemingly capable to contain all the Inhabicants of the World, and
into which the Souls were no fooner entred, but that they forgot all
their former torments. ' :

Returning to the firft Church, there they found S:. Michael the
Archangel, and the Apoftles Peter and Paul. St. Michael caus'd all the
white Souls to pafs through the Flames, unharm'd, to the Mount of
- Joy; and thofe that had black and white fpors, St. Perer led into Pur-

gatory to be purified. ~ o
In one- part - fate St.Pasal, and the Devil oppofite to him with his
- Guards, with a pair of Scales between them, weighing all fuch Souls
as  were all over black ; when upon weighing a Soul the Scale turn’d
toward St. PaxJ, he fent it to Purgatory there to €xpiate its fting ;
‘when towards the Devil, his Crew with great triumph plung'd it into

t'heNﬂaminghl:k' ed one Evening that they faw & Devil coming full
"~ Now it one Evening they faw a Devil coming

fpeed upon a EES( Horfe, whom his Coufpanions went out to meet
. With great criumph. - Sv; Bopise forc'd the, Fiend co-tell him wshggel
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foul it was he fo racked with riding.  He an(wered, That it was. a Peer
of Englend, who di'd the night before, without Confeffion, or resei-
ving eur Lord's Body : That he had render'd his People very miferable
npon the inftigatioa of his Wife; and that having wrn’d himinto tha
Horfe-like form,he had brought him dewn to eternal punifhmens. And
then the Fiend cafting his Eyesuponthe Ruftick, #%40’s be, quoth he to
the Saint? Quoth the Saint,gjénot know bim 2 faid the Fiend,I fow tha
man o Tidltude Chareb in Edlex ar sbe time of its Dediowtiom. Cry'dthe
Saiftty How wenmt you in ? To whom the Fiend anfwer'dy In o Womans
Garb § by the fame token that coming up ta the Fouss, and meanivg ta gojnie
the Chancel, the Deacon met me wiih 4 boly Water-fick, and fo gtgbtcd me
with the fprinkiing of that Water, that giwing & skream, 1 lesps at ance two
furiongs frem the Church into & Field. And the Ruftick did affirm, that
he and others had heard the noife, but were aleogether ignaraar of the
meani : : -

Thenr?the Ruftick,under the prote@ionof the Saints, faw the Devils
Stage Plays: Fitft, they introduc’d a proud man in his Robes, ftrut-
ting along big, cockinghis Eye-brows, urtering fwelling Words, in fhort
having all the manners of Imperiouthess and Arregancy ; but while he
was threatning horrible Execuions, snd priding hirpfelf in his Trap-
pings, all on the fudden they turnd #ato a flame abont him, biftning .
him moft di{mally, and then the Devils feizing him, tormented him
‘beyond what hurmane Malice can imagine. . o

- Then entred a Prieft, whofe Tongue they toar out, and then made
him fiiffer the fame torments as the proud man, for not having given
his Flock either Exottation, or a pieusExample,or Prayers, or Maffes,
for the teiriporal Goods he received:from it. o s

Then came aSouldier arm’d Gapa-pee,anid mounted on a black Hork,
prauncing and brandifhing his Spear againft the Devils, and boafti
of his Exploits ; but after fome play, they difmount him, and he
‘the fame fate as the former. . U e

Then they introducd a Lawyer,the maft famons-of all Exglesd,but
ended his like miferably in.the very iyganof this Vifion. He:was wont
-to take Fees on both fides, and the Fiends now forc’d: him to a& the
-fame over again: for he advis’d here on the. right and left, and tock,
-courted, and pocketed the-Moneys  hie thus received fromboth Partiss.
Bat the Devils having diverted thehifelves with his a@ing in.this man-
ner, ona fudden they turried all his Money Snto 2 bailing Liquar, atd
compelid him to fiwallow it, attendingahis with undry:othdrextresmi-
ties of torments. His Wife wasalfothere in burning Prinance,for

-having pretended a Ring of hers.to have been ftollen, andcans'd Ex-
-comununication theroupon to be:propogned éwhgms fhe bad 'ﬁn
~satly laid it up in heg Gabingt c Then
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- Then came an Adulterer and an Adulteref, reprefenting the very a&
of Copulation, with the moft filthy venerial motions, and immode
poftures, before the whole Aflembly. And then becoming as it wefe
diftracted, they fell bitrerly upon one another, changing their fuperfi-
cial Love into Cruelty and Hatred,  And then were by the Infernals,
in like manner as the former, as alfo all Fornicators are, with punifh-
ments beyond defcription. .

Then ‘two Backbiters enter’d with wry faces and odd grimaces.
The two heads of a burning Spear were put into their mouths; which
knawing upon with diftorted looksthey quickly met at the middle,and
then tearing one another, they all embru’d their faces with biting.

Then Thieves, Incendiaries, and Violators of holy places, were in-
troduc'd, and were rack'd by the Devils upen burning Wheels, and

- fundry other Inftruments of torment..

_ The Ruftick likewife faw near the entrance of the lower Hall as.it
‘were- four Streets; the firft was full of innumerable Furnaces and Caul-
drons fill'd with flaming Pitch & otherLiquids,and boiling of fouls,whof&
"heads were like thofe of black Fifhesin the feething Liquor. The fecond
had its Gauldrons ftor’d with Snow and Ice, to torment fouls with
‘horrid:Cold. :- The third had thereof boiling Sulphur and other mate-

- rials ‘aﬁbrdihg]’thc -worft of ftinks for the vexing of fouls that had wal-

Jow'd it the

th of Luft.. The fourth had Cauldrons of a moft horrid
falc and black Water. Now finners of all fores were alternacely tor-
mented in thefé Cauldrons.

~.Now returning to the Temple, upon the Mount of Joy, the Ruftick

-had a fightof the introdu&ion of pure white {ouls, and was made fen(i-

ble how much they werehelp'd.to the pofleffion of eternal Joys,by the

-means of the Mafles of their Friends in the World: nay, and faw ma-
‘ny of his Acquaintance dancing Attendance upon St. Michael for ad-
‘mittances That Saint likewife thew’d him the feveral Manfions and
" Apartmentsof thpfe that gradually mounted up to infinite Happinefs;
:and how they at certain hours each' day heard: Canticles. from Hea-
:ven; as if all the forts of Mufick in the World had joyn’d.in confort.

" Then he led him to a place all bedecke with infinite variety of Flow-
ers and Herbs,havinia moflt clear Fountain branching it felf into four

- ftreams of a various Liquor and. colour. Upon this.Fountain ftood.a
- moft beautiful Tree of a wonderfulbignefs, and immenfe height, afford-

ing all forts of Fruits, and the flavour of all Spices. Under this Tree,
-near the Fountain, lay-a man of a graceful mien and Gigantick ftature,
~havinga Veftment on from hisbreaftto his feet, of variouscolours -and

wonderful beauty : he feem’d to laugh with one Eye, and weep with

- the other.  This is Adam, quoth St. Mickac), who by his {miling .d Eye

Galeli8
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denotes the joy he receives from the irieffable glérification of his Sons
that are to be faved ; and by the other weeping one, denounces the
forrow he undergoes on the account of the rebrobatioh of forme of his
- Sons, and the juft Judgment of God upon the damned. The Veft-
ment with which he is covered, but not a compleat Robe, is the Veft
of Immortality and Glory, which he was ftript-of at his firft prevari-
cation: forhe began to receive this Veft from Abel his juft Son, till now
thro’ the whole fucceffion of his juft Sons. And as the Ele& fhine with
various Virtues, fo this Veft is pictured of a various colour. When the
number of the Ele& Sons fhall be compleat, then A4dam fhall be all o-
ver cloath’d with.a Robe of Immortality and Glory ; and {6 the World
fhall be at an end. % ‘ : o
Then the Saint led the Ruftick into a much more ravithing place
than any yet feen, and there fhew’d him St. Catharina,St. Margareta,and
St. Ofitha, whofe beault;yo-dhaving admired,Sr. Micbaelbid St. }gulian con-
vey him back to his Body, and accordingly did fo, but how is not
known. He lay as it werein a Trance for two days and two nights
after, but after that repairingto Church, he was follicited by the Prieft
:and his Parifhoners to acquaint them with his Revelations; but he de-
- clining o to do, St. Fulian appeard to him thé night following, and
commanded him to gratifie them in that point. And in obedience to
the Saint, he gave an account of his Vifion in the E'Klijh Tongue, with
fuch. Eloquence as created admiration in all his Auditors 5 and the
more.as having beeti known to have ever-been a man of narrow fence
and few words. ‘

The occafton of the Inftitution of a fet and folemn day, for the Praying
‘ , - for Souls out of Purgatory. , :

T H E Cardinal Peter Damian, a very holy and ‘very learned man, The Fiow.
. writesin the Life of St.0dio Abbot of Cluny, ( who died in the s of tht
yearof our Lord 1048) that a Religious man of France returning from f,‘,',v ?‘,;{”
Hierufalem,was by a Tempeft carried toan Ifland or Rock, where there p, 828,
was an holy Hermite,who told him,that there hard by were great burn-

ing flaming fires, where the fouls of the Dead were tormented; thit

he heard the Devils oftentimés how! and complain, for that by the

Prayers and Alms of the Faithful, the pains which thofe fouls fufferet

were mitigated, and the fouls freed out of their hands; and that parti-

cularly they complained of Odislo Abbot, and his Monks,for their care

and vigilance in favouring and helping them : -and conjured the Rel-

gious man, becaufe he was a Frech-mian, and knew the Monaftery of .
Cluny, (as he {3id) -and the Abbor Qdélo, teentreat the faid Abbet, and
o 2 to
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to change himinhis aame to porfovere inthat holy Exercife, and by his
fervent Prayers and continual Alms, to endeavourto give refrefhment
to the {ouls of our Brethren that are tormented in Purgatory, that b .
the joy of the Blefled miglk beincreafed in Heaven, and the forrow of

the Devils in Hell. The Religious man returned into Framee, com-

municated that which he had heard of the boly Hermite wich 0dile =

Abbor, and with all that blefled Congregation which was under his
charge: And the Abbot ordained thatin all his Monafteries, npon the
{econd of Newember, the day after the Feftivity of A Saints, thoudd be . -
made a particular Commenioration of the Dead, and that efpecial care
fhould be ufed tofuccour and relieve them, by Prayers,Alms,and Maf:
fes. And that which St. Odile inftituted in his Copvents, was after-
wards seceived and cltablifhed -by Apoftolical Authority in the whole
Uaiver{al Church. = Peter Galefinas Protonntary Apoflolical, fays, thae
many write, that Pope Fabn X VL. inflituted this Commemoration by
the cpunfel and adviceof 8. Odila It istrue, that Almarins Fortunatns
Bifhop of Trewers, who lived about 200 years before Odifo, ih a Book
-of the Ecclefiaftical Offices, which he wrote to Ludovicns Piss Empe- -
rour, after the Office of the Saints, he;pus that of the Dead ; and he
fays that he did fo, becaufe many depart aut of this Life, whodo not go
prefently to Heaven, for whom that Office was wont tobe faid : which
isa fign that ewen in his time this was done, as Cardinal Baromizs has
»ncteag.'.i And this is fufficient to declare the Inftitution of this Comme-

qnomtion of the Dead, and the occafionof making of it. - .. :.

Certain Revelations which the Saints have had ,couc;‘rning the Souls
éu Pargatory,’ | - R -

Flowers of St. Gregery the Great writes, that the Soul of Pafchafins appeared to
the Livesof 2 Sy Germaan , and teftified unto him, that-he was fieed from the

the Sﬂﬂt‘,r
p.830.

P

pains of Purgatory for his Prayers. When the fame §r. Gregory was
Ab%so,t of his Monaftery, a Monk of his, called Fufus, now dead, ap-
peared to another Monk,-called Copiofess, and advertized him, that he
had been freed from -the Torments of Pargatory, by thirty Mafles,
which Pretiofus, Prefe®t ofthe Monaftery by the Order of Sr. Gregery,
had faid for his Soul, as is recounted in his Life.  8r. Gregary of Tours
-writesof a Holy Danizel,called Vitaliana,that fhe appeared to St. Mar-
tim, :and told him, that the had been in Purgatory for a venial fin
which fhe had committed, and that fhe was delivered by the Prayers
of the 8aint. Perer Damian writes, that St. Severin appeared o a
‘Clergy-man, and-told him, that he had beenin Puigatory, for net ha-
wing {aid the Divine Service at due hoays, and that ‘afterwards ;'\GQ%
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had delivered him, -and ¢arried him to the company of the blefled.
St. Bernard writes, that St. Malachy freed his Sifter from the pains of
Purgatory by his Prayers, and cthat the fame Sifter had appeared unto
him, begging of him that relief ‘and favour. And 5t Bernard himfelf
by his Interceffion freed another, who had fuffered a whole Year the.
pairss of Pur%amﬁy : 3 William Abbét writesin his Life.  And St. Rem-
bers, Archbithap of Bremes, fafting forty days for a Prieft, called Ar-
nolfus, ficed him out of Purgatory : and the fame Arnolfas appeared
to him, "annd gave him thanks for it, as Surias relates in hisLife. And -
.St. Thomas of Aquin, being ar his Prayers, a fifter of his, a religious
woman, now dcad, appeared unto him, and tald him, how that fhe
wasin Purgatory : and afterwards fhe appeared to him again, giving
‘him thanks for the benefic, which by the means of his Falts, Prayers,
and Maffes, fhe had received, and for the glory which fhe now had in
Heaven. Pope Benediit the Eighth, being now dead, appeared to
1. OdiloAbbot, (of whom we fpoke before) glorious and beautiful,
~ and'gave him thanks, with profound reverence, confefling, that by
his Prayeis, and the Prayers'of his Reli%ions, God had done him the
favour to take him out of the prifon -of Purgatory, and to place him
in Heaven amongft the Elet.” R ,

- St."Martin raifes ane from the Dead.. '

Withom the City of Poiffiers, 5n. Martin -biailt 2-poor Monaftery: Plowers of
V'V - for himfelfand for fome of ‘thofe that. followed him. ‘Antonglt the Lives
Ahefe was One, a Catechumen, 'who, whien 3s. Marsin was upen‘a tixﬁé'g ; bf
out of the Convent, -fell fick of fuch a violent Difeafe, that within a &’_’,2
few days it “took away his dife, and he died wichout-being baptized.
The Saint teturned home, and found his Monks fnch affliGed, for
what hall bapned; and the Corpfe of the-dead Man,réady to be carried
to* the-Grave ¢ He approached riear tinite him; fad and difconfolate :
looked ftedfaftly -upon him with great fesling’, and by a particulat’
impulfe from God, commanded them all to go out of the Chamber!
and the Doors being fhut, ftretched himfelf upon the cold Body of
the Dead Man, and making a fervorous Prayer to our Lord, befought
‘him to reftore him tolife: and oeur Lord did .fo, ialomuch thatthofe
‘who were without, expeing the event, entring into the Chamber, -
“to their great admirationand aftonifhment, :found him alive, whom .
‘they were about to bury. The Carechumen they revived , received
immediately the Water of Holy Baptifm, and lived many years;
.and recounted how that his Soul-being gone out of the Body, wasprcf ‘
fented before the Tribunal of God, and that it was condemned o be
v in
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in certain' opfcurg and dark places; but that prefently after it un.
derftood by the Angels, that Sr. Marrin prayed for it, and that the
Judge had commanded them to carry it back to the Body, and to pre-
fent it as from him to his Servant St. Martin. - :

. Of Fifbermen that fifbup a Saul.in a Piece of Ice.

* Part 4. 'I‘ He Author of Purgatories, Knell, relatéth from * Antowinas of cer-
SumMajor: tain Fifhermen, who drawing their Net to Land, found therein
e Wi a mafly piece of Ice, whereof they were not a litdle glad,becaufe they
‘temp. p,‘,z,\knew it would be-a welcom Prefent to Theobald their Bithop, who was’
Setg.  exceedingly tormented with a burning heat in his Feet ; Neither were,
they-deceived, for it ftood him in great ftead.. . Oné day amiongft the
reft, as he was cooling his Goury ’1g0§,' .he heard a Voice from out of
the Ice, whereupon he conjures it to.tell, who or what it was. The.
Voiceanlwers, Iam a Soul afflicted for my fins in this Ice, and unlef you

g fay thirty Maffes for me, thirty whole days together, 1 (hall not be delivered.
Theohald inftantly betakes him to his Beads,and begins his task. Whileft

he was at his work, there is News brought of an Army approaching

- to fack the Town. The Bifhop is driven to give over his Devotion for

that time. When the Hurly-burly was paft, he falls to his Bus'nefs the

. fecond time,but with as #ll {uccefs ; for then therearofea Civil Com-

. motionin the Town. -The third time he means to make all fure: but

o -y f2e, (as the Devil would haveit). the whole Gity;" wich . the Bifhop's
weit - Palacg; .was all on- a light fire 5 his Segyants; were importunate with
- " him; to-caft away his Boak, ang;to provide for his own fafety.. Do

... - what they could, they could not prevail. = All the Anfwer they could

© getisthis, thar though the Town 'theuld hzburngto the graund, heis
refolved not;to hgiv«é oy.e.r,?&ill: he;had made 9"’36"’?’ i Tg;;ﬂl%ﬂ he

as 25,2000 s his wort, Wouldyey hear theiflug:: He had nolooner
finifhed, . bug the-Iog malced, the Soul was-delivered;: and the Firg va.
‘nifhed ; - ngither wias there any damaggat all reCeived. If this be not

" tsue, ask the;Fiﬁ;efmen ; Door Souls, they little thought they had ca-

ken fuch a Booty, - . ST T

~

—iss
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dijeipuli de ZA ‘Certain *. Anthor writes, that there was a Soul which had lain
do Tmés LY 30 Years in Purgatory, and at laft there came an Angel, who
promprua- - did bid che. Soul chufe, whegher it would tarry yer one fhort Winter’s
prompi id the. Soul chufe, whether it would

st day in Purgatory, or that it would return info the World again; and

iéoSermof chete do a.marvellous hard Pénance, 5q.Wib, forj ong lor ng.hundred
the Souls. L . R ears
et . ‘
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Years fpace, fhould go bare-foot, and tread ftill upon fharp Iron. Nails,
eatnothing elfe but brown Bread, and drink bitter Gall, mingled with
Vinegar, and wear a Cloth of Camel's Hair next the Skin, and a
Stone under the Head, in place of a Pillow. This Soul did chufe much
- rather to do all that fame hard Penance on Earth, than to tarry one
day longer in Purgatory.

Of the miraculous Efficacy of Alms and Prayers for Souls departed,
inan Inflance of their Extending to the Living when miftakingly
applied '
¢ Author of the Defenice of Purgatory,and,of Prayer for the Souls De- Of Prayer .
T " parted, rccountethq;s fmjl; Bega:l: in this t{;; old Engiyfh; howthat fg’;ﬂ‘;’,‘fﬁ,
in a fighten Field betwixt Egfkide and Edeldred, two Princies of our p, 21y.
Land, it fortuned that a yonge Geéntleman of Egfrides Army, fhould
be {o grievoufly wounded)_: that falling down both himfelf without
fenfe, and in all mens fights, ftark dead, he was letten lye of the Ene-
mies, and his Body fought with care to be buried of his Friends. :A
Brother of his, a good Prieft and Abbot, with diligence making fearch
for his Body, amongft many happened on ene that was exceeding like
- him," (as a man may eafily be deceived in the alteration that ftreight
falleth upon the Soul’s departure, tothe wholeform and fafhion of the
Body) and beftowed.of his Love, the duty of Obfequies, with folemn. -
Memorials for the reft of him, whom he took to be his Brother decea-
fed: burying him in his pwn Monaftery, and caufing Mafs to be dene -
daily for his pardon, and Souls releafe. But, fo it fortuned, that his
‘Brother Huma (for fo was he caulled) being not all-out dzad,within four _
and twenty Hours came reafonably to himfelf again : and gathering
- withal fome ftrength, rofe up, wafhthimfelf, and made means to come
to fome friend oracquaintance, where he might falve his Sores, ; agal
.clofe his Woundes again : But by lacke of ftrengthe tg make fhifte, and
by misfortune, he fel into his. Enemies handes:. and therby, the Capi
taine examined of his Eftate, he denied himfelf to be of Name or De-
grie in his Coontry. Yet by the lykelyhoods that they gathered of his.
coomly demeanure,and Gentlemanslyke taulke, which he could hardly
diffemble, they miftrufte (as it was indeede) thathe wasa Man of A,
and more than a Commen Souldear. Therfore in hope of good gaine
b{ his raunfon, they thought good after-he was full recovered, for fear
of his efcape tolay Irons uponhim,- and {o to make fure-work.. But fo.
God wrought, that no fetters could howld him : For every day once at
‘a certainehoure, the bandes bracke lowle without force, and the man.
made free. The Gentleman marvailed at the cafe himfelf, ?‘ut his
. epers
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 Pargatory Prev'd by Mirackes :
kepers and the capitaine were much more aftoyned cherear, and fteaita
y examined him by what cooning or erafte he could witli fuch eafe
fet Himfelf at libértig - and bare bim in hande; that he afed CharaQers
or Letters of fum forcery and whicherafte, with the pra&ife of unlaw-
full artes. But he anfwered-in fadnefls, dhat-he was alleogether unskil
ful in fuche thinges. Mary (quod he) Lhave a brother in my coontry

~ thatis aprieft, and I knowne certainly, that he faithe often Mafs for

my foule, - fappofing me to be departed and faide M bueayle , aNd
if | were im Orher Lyfo, 1 perseive.tuy foul by his im?celﬁon
fhould be o lowfed out of paines, as my body is now frofa bondes :
The capitaine perceiving (o much,and belyke in fum awe of Religion,
feeinge the worke of God to be {o ftraumge, {ould him to a Londoner ;

- with whome the fame things happened in his bondes lowfing every day.
. By which occafton he waslicenfed o go home to hisfriends,and procure

his ranfom, for chargeing him with divers fortsof fureft bands, noneé
could fallfely howldehim. And {0 upon promifie of hisreturne or pay-

- ment of his appointed Price, he went his wayes, and afterward cruely

difcharged his Credit.Which doone by friendfhip that he fownd in the

fame Coontry, afierward retarried to his owne parties, and e his bro-
ther’s howle : to-whome when he had uecered all the Hiftory of his
ftraunge fortune,both of his mifery and nmiraculous relieving he enquired
ditigentlye the whole circumiftance,with the howre andtimeé of his daily
lowfinge,and by conferring together they. fownde that his bondes brake
Jowfe, ¢fpecially at the very jufte time of his celebration for his foule.
At which times he confefled, that he was gtherwife:in his great adver-
fities often releafed alfo. Thus hath thac holy Wrker allmoft word
for word, and att thende he addeth this : Many bearing thas much of the
Party bimfelf were wonderfully inflamed with faith and xeale to pray,to give
alimefe, and to offer [acrifice of the boly Oblation, for the delivery of theire swel-

belrved fremdes departed ont of this life.. For they underftood, that the bealth-

fuB (acrifice, was availéable for the redemption of both Body and Soule everlaft-

tingly. nd this forie, id they that beard it of the Parties owne Monthe, re-

Jorsed unso me. Wherenpom baving (6 good proofe,I dare be bowlde to write it

‘41 my Ecclefiaftical Hiffory. And thus mug¢h faithe Beds abowteeghtehun-

dred yeares ago, wherrour Nation being but yonge in Chriftianity,was

Ridde i e erae Belief, by fundry wonderous Wotkes of God.

- Allin’s Defénce and Declaration of the Catho-
lick Churches Dolrine of Purgatory, p:211.
Printed at Antwerp, by John Latits,
with Priviledfe, 1565. :
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st Catherine-of Sienna’s Vifion of a Soul in Grace.

. Cathexine of Sienna, conceived an ardent Defire to behold a Soul
Sin Grace,and advantaged with all the Beauties thereof: Full of this
Delire, {he was no .(boner”departed from a Sermon, but (he heard a
Voice from Heaven, faying unto her, Catberine, prefently. theu fhals fee
the fruit of thy Defire. And retiring her felf into her Oratory, fhe
there befought God for the performance of his Promife, and fuddenly
beheld a Perfon of incredible Majeftv, all circled about with Light,
and fhining with clear Splendor;at the fight of which,(he was fo wrap’t
in Admiration, and Reverence, as fhe prefently proftrated her felf be-
fore its Feet, with intention to adore it, had it not with thefe words pro-
hibited her: Catherine forbeary for 1 am not God, as thow imagineft ? And
who then 2 an{wered the Saint. I am, faid It, the Soul of a certain
Murtherer you prayed for, mot ling fince, in feeing me led to Execution
who being new cleanfed in the Fire of Purgatory, and going all purified to
Heaven, after I [hall bave left you [atisfied of your Defire by the Command-
ment of Almighty God. '

An admirable Method to love, ferve, and bomour the Bleffed Virgin
© Mary. Written in Italian by the R. F. Alexis de Salo, Ca-

... puchin : And Englithed by R.F. Permiffu Superiorum, 1639,

P 179
The Effcacy q‘ the Rofaty to free a Soul from Purgatory.v

AT what time St. Dominick preached in the Kingdom of Aragon,
., a certain young Virgin of good account, called Alexandria,
made Inftance unto him, as he came down from out of the Pulpit,
(where. he had omitted nothing that might make for the Commenda-
tions of the Rofary,) to be admitted into the Sodality thereof; which
fhe obtained, although for the reft, her Life was no ways according-
ly, the being one who fpent much- more time in adorning her Body,
“than to.have her Soul well adorned. Now it hapned, that two Gentle-
men at once making Suit unto her, it was fufficient ground of Quar-

rel (as they in their Madnefs thought, ) one to challenge the other in-

.to the Field, where they both remained dead upon the place. The
Friends of either hearing of this fad Accident, and imagining her ( as
" it was true, ) the Caufe, to be revenged on her, they rufhed into her
'Houfe, and notwithftanding fhe defired, at. leaft, but fo much refpite
as to Confefs her felf; they would not allow it her, but prefently cut

off her Head, and threw it into a Pit. '"l;Bu.t our Blefled Lady, who

has
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has ever a fpecial care of ber deveted Servants, ( though never fo de-
fettive, ) revealed the Fact unto St. Dominick, who, in order to her
mercifo]l Commands, went to the Pit, and called on Alexandria by her
Name ; when, behold ! ( a wondrous Accident,) the Angels, vifibly, in
fight of all the People, brought up the Head from the bottom of the
Pit, which joined unto the Body. Shebefought the Saint to hear her
Confeffion ; which being done, fhe declared three Things, worthy of
particular Note, arrived unto her both before and after fhe was dead.
The fieft,That by vertue of her being of the Confraternity of the-
Rofary, fhe hada perfect A& of Contrition at the Inftant of her Death,
without which, infallibly, the had died Eternally. The fecond, That
as foon as fhe was dead, the Devils putting her to great Afright, fhe
was marvelloufly fecured and comforted by the glorious Queen of
Heaven. - The third, That for Penance,and fatisfaction of the death
of thofe two Gentlemen, fhe was condemned to Purgatory for Two-
hundred Years, and for Five hundred more, for her Vanity in Attire,
the caufe of that (p lamentable effect ; but that fhe hoped, by the
Merits.of the fame Confraternity, to be foon delivered from that Pu-

mithment. And having faid this, after fhe had remained alive two-

whole days, for the Confirmation of the Miracle, and to augment the-
Devotions of the Sodality, fhe left this Life again, whofe Body was
honourably Interred by the Sodalifts there : When Fifteen days after,.
flie appeared again unto St. Dominick afl in Glory, cloathed in refplen-

dent Beams of light, declaring unto him, after a world of Thanks for

the ineftimable Benefits fhe had received of him, two Things of efpe-
cial Note concerning thfis Devotion of the Rofary. ‘The one was, That:
fhe was delegated to him from the Souls in Purgatory, with a Petition-
to be likewife inroll'd-in the Sodality,to receive the benefit of it amongft:
the reft. The other, That the Angels much rejoiced at the Eredtion

 of this Sodality, and that God inftiled himfelf the Father of it, the Blef-

Rither:
Cauffin’s.

Court, p-
430

fed Virgin the Mother, ¢c. And having faid this, fhe flew away to-
Heaven. '

4 .Metbgl#o ferve the Bieffed Virgin Masy, p. 481, 482, 48;;484.;‘
485: - : ~

Peter of Clugny, farnamed:-the Venerable, and-efteemed in his time
as the Oracle of France, was a man who proceeded in thefe Affairs with.
much confideration, not countenancing any thing either frivolous or
light. Behold:the Caufe, wherefore “wilfingly make ufe of his Au-
thority': He. telleth, that in.a Village of Spsim, named the Star, there:
wasa Man of Quality, catled Peser of Engelbert,much efteemed in the:
‘World for his excellent Parts, and abundant Riches:. : N ,

. I Noty-
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NotwithRanding the Spirit of God had made him underftand the
-Vanity of all humane Things, being now far fiepped into years, he
went intd a Monaftery of the Order of Clugny, there the more pioufly

to pafs the remnant of his days, as it is faid, The beft Incenfe cometh \

fromold Trees. He often fpake, among the Holy Friars, of a Vifion
which he faw, when he as yet was in the World, and which he acknow-
ledged to be no fmall Motive to work his Converfion. This brute came
to the Ears of venerable Peter, and who, for the affairs of his Order,
was then gone into Spain. Behold the Caufe why he, never admitting:
any Difcourfes to be entertained, if they were not well verified, took
the pains to go into a little Monaftery of Nazare, where Engelbert was,
and to queftion him upon it in the prefence of the Bifhops of Olerom,
and Ofma, conjuring him, in the virtue of Holy Obedience, to tellhim
punttually the Truch touching: the Vifion he had feen, whil’ft he led a
fecular Life. This Man being very grave, and very circumfpect in all
he faid, (pake the words which the Author of the Hiftory hath couched
in his proper terms. : :

In the time thac Alpbonfas the younger, Heir of the great Alpbonfus,
warred in Cafile againft certain Factions difunited from his Obedience,
e made an Edi&, That every ¥amily in his Kingdom fhould be bound
<o furnith him with a Soldier ; which was the Caufe,that for Obedience
to the King’s Commands, I fent into his Army one of my Houthold

Servants, named Samciss. The Wars being ended, and the Troops .

-difcharged, he returned to my Houfe, where having fome time fo-
journed, he was feized by a Sicknefs, which, in few days, took him
- away into the other World. We performed the Obfequies ufually ob-
ferved towards the Dead, and four Months were already paft, we heard
nought at all of the ftate of his Soul, when, behold ! upon a Winters
Night, being in my Bed, throughly awake, I perceived a Man, whe,
ftirring up the Afhes of my Hearth, opened the burning Coals, which
‘made him the more eafily tobe feen.  Although I found my felf much
terrified with the fight of thisGhoft, God gave me Courage to ask
him, Who be was, and for what purpofe be came thither to lay my Hearth
abroad? Buthe, in a very low voice anfwered, Maffer, Fear nothing, ¥
~am your poor Servant Sancius: I go into Caflile, in the-company of many
Soldiers, 10 expiate my Sins in the (ame place where I committed them.
I foutly replied, If tbe Commandment of God call you thither, to whar
- purpofe come you bither 2 Sir, faith be, Take it not _amsfs, for it is not with-
out the Divine Permiffion. I am m a ftare not defperate, and wherein 1
may be belped by you, if you bear any good will towards me. Hereupon
I required what his Neceffity was,.and whatSuccor he expetted from
“me? You know, Mafter, faid he, that a little before mj. death , you fent
me into @ place where ordinarily men are lgot fanttified.  Liberty, il Elx-
% ample,

'x,
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ample; Youth, and Temerity, all confpire :xlgainﬁ the Soul of & poor Soldier,
who bath no Government. 1 committed many Outrages during the late
War, robbing and pillaging, even to the Goods of the Cbaurch, for which I

_am at this prefent grievoufly tormented: But, good Mafer, sf you loved

me alive as one of yours, forges me not after death. 1ask mopart of your
great Riches, but-only your Prayers, and fome Alms for my [ake, which will
much affif} to mitigare my pain. My Miftrifs oweth me about Eight Fraucks
upon a Reckoning between ber and me, let ber not befow it for my Body,
‘whbich bath nomeed of it but the comfors of my Soul,which expe&erhit frovis
your Charity. - ' . :

I know not how I found my felf emboldened by thefe Speeches, but
1 had more defire to entertain it, than fear of the Apparition. I de-
manded, Whether it could tell me News of one of my Countrymen;
named Perer Dejuca, who died awhile fince? To which he made An-
fwer, I need not trouble my felf with ity for be was already in 1he number
of the Bleffed, fince the great Alms be gave in the laft Famine, bad purcha-
fed Heaven for bim.  From thence I fell upon another Queftion, and
was curious to know, What had hapned to_a-certain Judge, whom I
very well knew, and who lately pafied jfto-the other Life? To whicl
he replied, Sir, Speak not of 1bat mifergble Mans for Hell poffifleth bims
through the corruption of Fuftice which be, Ly dammable prattice, exercifed,
baving an Honour and Soul [aleable 10 the prejudice of bis Confcience. My
Curiofity carried me, higher, to enquire what became of King Alpbon-
[ms the Great? At which rime I heard another Voice that came fromy
a Window behind me, faying, very diftinctly, It is wos.of Sancius you muft
demand that, becaufe bey as yet, can fay nothing of the fate.of that Prince 5
but I have more Experience thereof 1han be : 1 deceafing Five Years ago,and
being prefens in an Accident which gave me [ome light of ir. 1 was muchi
furprized, unexpetedly hearing this other Voice, and turning,faw, by
the help of the Moons brightnefs, which refleéted into my Chamber, a
Man leaning on my Window, whom 1 entreated to tell me, Where then
King Alpbmfus was ? Whereto he replied, He wdll kncw, tkat pafiing
out of this Life, be bad been much tormented, and that the Prayers of gocd
Religions Men much belped him ; but be could not, at this prefont, [ay in
what [fate be was. Having fpoken thus much, he turned towards San-
cius, fitting near the Fire, and faid, Ler us go, st is time we depart. At’
which Sancius making no Anfwer, fpeedily rofe up, and redoubled his

_Complaints, with a ]amentable Voice, faying, Sir, I enrreat ycu, once

again, remember me, and that my Miftrifi perform 1he Requeff I made you.
The next day Engelber: underftood from his W ife what the Spirit told ~
him;, and with all obfervation difpofed himfelf fpeedily and charitably,

to fatisfie all was required. ’ -

- i G In
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Inthe Univerfal Defcription of the Theater of Heaven and Earth,
by Jofeph.Rofaccio,Cofmographer and Doltor in Philofophy and
Phyfick , Printed at Venice, 1620. C. 4. Of the Extenf of
Hell, Purgatory, Limbus Patrum, and Abraham’s Bofome.

HE Sphear of Hell, or to fpeak more properly, the Circumfe-

rence of Hell, is the Loweft part of the Earth, and the Bignéfs
of it is about feven thoufand., eight hundred and feventy five Miles.
The Breadth of it, that is to fay the Diameter, is the third part of the
Circumference, or little lefs ; and fo are all Spherical Bodies. 1It.is
diftant from Us three thoufand Miles, and feven hundred fifty eight.
and a quarter. = - o e ' R
Above the: Sphear of Hell is that of Purgatory, fifteen thoufand;
feven hundred and fifty Miles in Circuit, and diftant from Us two
thoufand, five hundred and five Miles and'a half. X

Above the Sphear of Purgatory. is that of Limbus Patrum., which is
twenty three thoufand, fix bundred and twenty five Miles, and diftant
from Us one thoufand, two hundred and fifty two Miles, e
' Above this is Abrabam’s Bofome, much about the fame léngth and
diftance as the other. , '

Some object againft this, that we have plac’d Hell lowermoft; and
bave made ‘it lefs than the Earth, or any of the other Places, whereas
Wwe ought to have made it bigger,in regard of the vaft numbers of People
that have been crouding thither for thefe many thoufandof years, and
never return; and will be daily crowding thither till the Worlds end..
To which we anfwer, That when the Center of the Univerfe thall be
remoy’d eur of the way, after the Day of Judgment, and the Earth, °
with all that infinite heap of Mountaine and Seas, fhall-be calcin’d to-
nothing, there will be fpace enough ; befidés thar, the Damned in:
Chains and Ferters muft nor expect to have {o- much literty. as the-
Saints.in Heaven who are unconfia’d.. , o

Kiraclcs
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A4 Knight of Qxford(hire refufing to pay Z}ibes,‘ Ore rais'd from

the Dead convinces him of his.Crime,

'Obn Brompton, Abbot of Forewal, and one of the Damn Scriptores, '
Col.736. tells us, That St. Aufin, ( who was fent hither from -

Rome ) once upon a time being to preach in the County of Ox-
" ford, ata Town which is called Corsptom, there came to him the

"Prieft of the faid Town, faying; Father, may it pleafe you so under fand,

that a Knighs ,the Lord of this Mannor, baving been ofien admionifhed by me,
will not pay the Tythes of thofe things which God bas geven bim ;- and bavin

threatned bim with the Sentence of Excommunicationy Lhave foand him tbe
more obftinate. Which St. Auftin hearing, when he had firft fent for the

Knight, faid thus to him. My Som, wbat is this which 1 bear of thee 2 .

Why pay you not your Tythes to God and the Church 2 Know you mot that the
Tythes aremot yours, but God’s? To whom the Knight anfwered in wrath;
Who plowed or [owed the Land ? Did not 12 Kwow all men therefore, thar
10 him belongs the tenth Sheaf, 10 whom belong the other nime.. To wham
St. Auftin teplyed, My Son do not talk at this rate. For you may affure
your [elf, that unle(s you pay your Tythes as other Chriftian Pesple afe to do,
1 will excommunscate you. And turning to the Altar to fay Mafs, he
faid aloud before all the People, I command that no Excommunicate Pey-

- fon be prefest ar Mafs. At which Words a Dead Corpfe which lay ba-

ried in the Entrance of the Church, rearing-up it felf, and going ont
into the Church-yard, ftood therc like a Statue all the while that
St. Auffin was faying Mafs. Upon the fight of this, all the Faith-
ful that were there prefent, being almoft frighted out of their
Wits, came to Blefled A«f#in, and told him what had happened ; To
whom, (aith he, fear not. But let & Crofs with the Holy Water go before Us,
and ler Us fee what & the matter.  Whereupon Auffin going along with
the People, came with them to the Entrance of the Church yard, and
when he faw the Dead Body, he {aid, I command 1hee in the name of the
Lord, that thou tell me who thou ars. To whom the Dead Man anfwered,
When on God’s bebalf you commanded that no Excommunicate Perfon fhould
be prefent ar Mafi, the Angels of God, swbo are your conftant Companions
whereever you go, caft me out of rb;e Place where 1 lay bursed, [(aying, That

: the
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‘Englith and Irith Saints.

‘ the Friend of God, Auftin, bas commanded the finking Flefb to be tqi forth
out of the Church of God.  For in the time of the Britains, before the fury of

the Pagan Saxors bad waffed this Land, 1was the Patron of this Parifh. L

33

And though I was often admovifhed by the Prieft of this Cburch, I neder . |

paid my Tyshes 5 and at length being excommunicated by bimy I afterwards -

dyed, and was thruff down to Hell. When they had heard this, both
the Saint himfelf; and all the People that were with him, wept much..
And Auftin {aid, Do you know the Place where the Prieft was buried who-

excommunicated you? Who anfwered, be lies in this very Church-yard..

Go before Us, faith Aufting and [bew Us the Place. ‘The Dead Man went"
before, and came to a certain Place near the Church, where there ap-
peared o fign at all of a Grave. And he faid to Anfin, and all the-
. People that foltowed after him, Lo this is the Place, dig here, and ye
I find the Bones of the Prieff. 'They digged therefore at St. Auftin’s
idding,. and deep in the Earth they found a few Bones, which by the
length of time-were turned very dry. Aufin asking whether thefe-

. were the Bones of the Prieft, the Dead Man anfwered, yes. “ ThenAw- .

fin praying a good while, faid, Zhat sl may know that Life and Death
are in the bands of God, to whom nothing. is impoffible ; In his name arife,
Jor we bave occafion for thee. The words were no fooner out of “his-
moutlr, but all that were prefent faw the difperfed Duft come together,
and the Bones to be compacted with Nerves, and the Man himfelf to
rife up.  The Prieft thus ftanding before Aufin, Auffin faith to himy,
Brotbher, ‘Do you know that Mim? He anfwered, Father, I do know bim:
and T wifl I bad not known bim.  Qoth‘ Aiitin, Yom excommmnisased bim:.
Quoth the Dead Prieft, Idid [0, and I had reafor. For be wasolways
a.withholder of Tythes from the Church, and a Flagitions Maw to bis laff.
day.. Auftin teplied, Brother, You know that God is merciful, and there--
fore you ought likewile to bave mercy upon the Creature and Image of God,..
who was alfo redeemed with bis Blood, and-bas [0 long endured the pains of
Hell. Then be put a Whip into his band, and the Other begging la-
‘mentably for Abfolution upon his knees, tlie Dead Prieft releafed the-

Sins of the Dead Patron.  Whom being now abfolved, Awfis com- -

manded to return to his Grave, and-wait for the Laft Day. And as-
foon as he was returned to his Grave, he immediately fell allinto Afhes-
‘Then faith Auftin to the Prieft, How long bave you lain bere 2-He made-
anfwer, an bandred and fifty years and wpwards. Quoth Asfiin, And.
bow bave you fared all this while 2 wery well, quoth the Prieft, and a-

mong the Delights of Eternal Life. 'Then (aid Auffin, Wosld you be wil-

ling to bave me pray to the Lord thas you may return to live amongf usy
‘and to belp us by ea’c‘bir;g to bring back Sowls to their Creatory, which are
‘now beguiled by the Devil ¢ °God forbid, Fatber, faith the Prieft, thas 1.
Jpould-be difturbed: from.my Refty and thas you (howld canfe me 5o returs
. agaim-
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again 3o the Toilflome. Life of this World : Then faid Auffin to the Prickt,
My Dear Friend, g and reft in peaces and withaly pray for me, and &3

the Holy Church of God.. Who entring into his Grave, was prefently °
turned into Athes. Then Auftin called the Knighe to him, and faid,
How now Som, will you yet pay your Tythes to God2 But the Knight trem<
bling, fell down at his feet, weeping and confefling bis guilt, and beg-
ging pardon ; .and having left all that he had in the World, and fhaved
his Crown, he followed St. Auffin all the days of his life,, and clofed
his laft day in all Holinefs, and entred into the joy of Eternal Hap-

- pinefs.

The Wanderful Confecratin of Weftminfler-4éy by St. Peter
bimfelf. - : | | S

- Eldred 1,..’ Ldred, Abbot ofsRievall, gives this following Account; That in

ose. Ed.
Confe(].
Crcﬂg::
Ch. Hift.
p- 308.

the time when King Etbelred, by the Preaching of St. 4uftin, em-
braced the Chriftian Faith : his Nephew Sigebert, who governed Eaf
Angles (rather Eaft Saxon,) by the fame holy Bifhop’s Miniftry received
the Faith. ‘This Prince built one Church within the Walls of Londiss,
the principal City of the Kingdom; where he honourably placed A4i-
Jitzs Bifhop of the fame City without the Walls : Likewife towards the
Weft he founded a Famous Monaftery to the honour of St. Peter, and
endowed it with many Poffeflions. Now on the Night before the Day

-defign’d for the Dedication of this Church, the blefled Apoftle St. Perer

appear’d to a -certain-Fither-man in the habit of a Stranger, on the
other fide of the River of Thames, which flowed by this Monaftery, de-
‘manded to be waft over, which was done: Being out of the Boat, he
-entered into the Church in the fight of the Fither-men; and prefently

" a heavenly Light fhone fo clear, that it turned the Night into Day.

There was with the Apoftle a multitude of Heavenly Citizens, coming:
out, and geing into the Church: A Divine MeJody founded, and an
-Odonir of an unexpreffible fragrancy was fhed abroad. As foon as all
things pertaining to the Dedication of the Church was performed, the
glorious Fither of Men returned to the poor Fither-man, who was fo

affrighted with bis Divine Splendour, that he almoft loft his Senfes: But
St. Peter kindly comforted him, brought him to himfelf; then both of

" them entered.into the Boat = St. Perer asked him if he had any Provi-

_-fion; Who anfwered, that partly being ftupified with feeing fo great a

Light, and partly detained.by his return, be had taken nothing ; being
withal affured of a good Reward from him: bereto the Apottle replyed,
Let down thy. Net : The Fifher-man obeyed, and immediately the Net
was filled with a multitude of Fifhes : - They were all of the fame kind,

- except one Salmon, of a wonderful largeni(i. Having then drawn them

" to
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to fhoar, St. Peter {aid ; Carry from me this great Fifh to Militus the Bifhop,
and all the reft take for thy bire. And moreover be affured, That both Thou,
ol thy lifc-time, and thy Children after shee, for many years, (hall be plen-
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u{ully furnifbed with thofe kind of Fifhes ; only be careful that you fifh not om -

the Lord’s Day. 1 wha fpeak mow with theey am Peter. And I my (elf bave
Dedicated this Church, built to my Fellow-Citizens, and tomy Henowr, (o
preventing by my own Autbority the Ezipral Benedsétion. Acquaint the Bifhop
therefore with the things that thow haft [een and beard, and the Signs yet
marked in the Wall will confirm thy Speeches. Let bim therefore (urceafe from
bu Defign of Confecrating the Church, and only [upply whas I bave omitted ;
The Celebration of the Myjtery of Our Lord’s Body and Blood, and the Infiru-
&tions of the People; Let bim likewife give notice to all, That Imy [elf will
oftentsmes wifit this Place, and be prefent as the Prayers of the Faithful, and
will open the Gates of Heavem to ol that live Sberly, futly and Pioufly in
ths World. And asfoon as be had faid this, he prefently vanifhed from
his ﬁ ht' . . - °
Thge next Morning, asthe Bifhop M./itzs was going in proceflion to
- the Church with an intention to Dedicate it, the Fifher-man met him
with the Fifh, and related to him whatfoever St. Perer had injoin’d him;
at which the Bifhop was aftonithed, and having unlocked the Church-
door, he faw the Pavement marked with Letters and Infcriptions both
in Greek and Latin, and the Walls anointed in twelve feveral®places with
holy Oyl. He faw likewife the remainder of twelve Torches, fticking
on as many Crofies, and the Church every-where yet moift with Afper-
ione. A1l which being obferved by the Bifhop, and People prefent,
they rendered praife and thanks to Almighty God.
The fame Aushor relates, That the Children of this Fither-man, ha-
ving received a command from their Father, of paying the Tythes of
* all their Gain by fithing, and offer’d them to St. Perer and the Priefts at-
tending Divine Service in this Church : But one amongft them having
prefumed to defraud the Church of this, prefently was deprived of the
‘wonted benefit of his Trade ; till having confeft his Fault, and reftored
-what be bad referved, he promifed amendment for the future. -
illiam of Malmsbury adds to thie Story ; That the Fither-man, who
waW¥ery fimple, and as yet not a Chriftian, difcovered to the Bifhop
very exactly the Shapes and Lineaments of St. Peser, well known to the
Bithop by his Picture publickly extant at Rome. -
In the Year 635. (ays Father Creffy, S. Birinus, being advifed by Pope
Henorius to repair into Briteny for the Converfion of the Weft- Saxons,
. does affert this Apofolick Miffin of S. Birinss, our Lord, to have been
approved by a Divine Miracle; and for the truth of his Affertion, quotes
Baronius, who cites for it, as he fays, William of Malmsbury, Hunting-
dony Florentins, Mathew of Wefiminfer, gcc.
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Miracles of the Britifh,
»" I hawve thought expedient, faith he, to defcribe bere out of the AL of St.Bi-
Tinus a swonderful Miracle befeemizng an Apoftolick Man, which is omjsred by
St.Beda. It awasthus ¢ The Holy Man besng arrived to the Shore of 1he Bri-
tith Sea, and ready to take Ship, celebrated the Divine My feries, fering to
Ged the Sacrifice of the Saving Hoft as a Viaticum for bimelf and Followers.
Afier which, the Seafon being proper, he was baftily urged to enter the Ship :°

.and the Wind [erving them, they (ailed [peedily, when on the (udden Birinus

called to mind that e had loft a thing infinitely precious to him, which by the
wging haft of the Seamen, having bss mind other ways bufied, be bad left be-
bind bim at Land. For Pope Honorius bad beftc:ed on bim a Pall, or Corpa-
raly upon which be confecrated the Body of our Lord, and afterward ufed to
svear it in a'Particle of the [aid Sacred Body, which he bung about bis Neck,

" and always carried with bim : but swben be celebrated Mafs, be was wont to
- lay it by him upon the Altar. Armed therefore with Faith, be by Divine Infpi-

ration went down from the Sbip into the Sea, and walk’d fecurely upon it 10
the Shore. Where finding what be bad left bebind, be took it, and in like
manner returned to the Ship , which he found fanding bl immoveable,
whereas a little before be bad left it [ailing extreme [wiftly.  When be was
entred into the Ship, not one drcp of water appeared om bss Cloaths 5 awhich the
Mariners [ecing , kneel’d before him, and worfhipped bim as a God : and

m.iny of them by bss Preaching were converted to the Faith of Chrif. :

How St. Edmund’s Head was miraculoufly found , and interred
with his Body. -

t. Edmund, King of the Eaft- Angles, having had his Army under the
S Command of the valiant Count Walketule routed by the Danes, in
the time of their Invafion of this Ifland, that Pious King was likewife,
after fome farther Oppofition, taken by them ; and being tied to a Tree
by order of their General, was firft moft cruelly whipped, and then thofe
Barbarians did, as it were in fport, fo pierce with their Darts his whole

"Body in all places,that in a fhort time_there was not left place for a new

Wound ; yet he willingly fuftaining all thefe Torments for the Faith of
Chrift, and Defence of his Countrey, they cut off his Head.
But the Rage and Malicious Fury of thofe Pagans not ceaﬁn*fter

‘they had thus fl1in King Edmund ; but cafting out his Body defpig®ful-

ly, they kept the Head to revenge themfelves yet further on the Tongue
which had fo conftantly. founded forth the Name of Cbriff : and after
they had ofed all manner of Contemptuous Scorns uponit, they caft it
into a fecret place in a thicket of a Wood adjoining, left the Chrifians
fhould venerate it, and decently bury.it with the Body.

There it remained a whole years fpace: after which the Pagans reti-
ting out of the Countrey, the firft care of the Chriffians was to honour
their Holy King and Martyr. Affembling themfelves therefore together

: out
1.
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out of their lurking Places, they reverently took his Body out of the un-

" .clean Place where it had been caft, and then with all diligence foughe
for the Head. And whilft every one of them with equal AffeCtion fearch-
ed each corner of the Woad, there hapned a Wonder not heard of in
any Age before. For whilft they difpers’d themfelves in all parts, and
each one demanded of his Companions, where it was that the Danes had
caft the Head,the fame Head anfwered them aloud in their own Tongue,
Here, bere, bere : neither did it ceafe to cry out in the fame Words till it
had brought them to the Place. And to add to the Wonder, there they

- found a mighty and fierce Wolf,which with its Fore-feet held the Head,

as if appointed to watch and defend it from other Beafts. When they
were come, the Wolf quietly refigned it to them : fo with joyful Hymns
to God they carried and joyn’d it to the Body, the Wolf in the mean
¥me following it to the Place where they buried it; after which, the
‘Beaft returned into the Wood : Inall which time, neither did the Wolf
hurt any one, neither did any one fhew the leaft Intention to hure the

. Wolf. F.Creffey’s Church Hiftory, P. 734, 735, 736. :
A Monk Divinely punifked for bis negleft to vemerate the Holy
Crofs. ‘ :

A Monk of Glaffenbury named 4ilf;, refufing to bow, as others did, F. Creffy's
A_ to a Crucifix; at laft, either out of Compun&ion, or by Command Church
of his Superior, he bowed himfelf: bur a Voice proceeding from the I- Hiftory,
mage, faid thefe words diftinttly ; Noaw too late Ailfi, now oo late Ailfi; P 876. ;
Which Voice foaffrighted him, that falling down, he prefently expired.

St. Dunftan’s Miracles.

ONce upon a time, a mighty Beam, from the top of the‘Church', Sarisbury

threatning the Deftruction of many by iss fall, St. Dunffan with his frzgiarys,
. Lejjon. S

Right hand making the fign of the Crofs, lift it up again. - ,

Further, As this Saint was praying one Night, the Devil affails himin °
the fhape of a Bear, and endeavoured with his Teeth to fhatch the Staff
out of his Hands,upon which the Man of God leaned; he unaffrighted lifts
up hisraff, and followed the horrid Monfter, beating him, and finging .
thefe words :. Let God arife, and let bis Enemies be [cattered. And the Ugly
Phangafm vanithed. : o o
o A Miracle to affert the Real Prefence. ,
WHen St Odo was celebrating the Mafs in the prefence of certain of g Crefly’s
V'V theClergy of Canterbury (who maintained that the Bread and Church
Wine, after Confecration, do remain in their former fubftance, and are Hiftory,
not Chriff’s true Body and Blood,but a Figure of it: ) When he was come ?- 843
to Confraltion, prefently the Fragments of the Body of Chrift whic:ctﬁ 0

. E 2
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Bolland.

‘Miracles of the Britifh,

held in bis hands, began to pour forth blood into the Chalice. Where-
upon he fhed tears of joy ; and beckning to them that wavered in their
Faith, to come near and fee the wondetful Work of God ; as foon as
they beheld it, they cryed ovt, O holy Prelate, to whom the Son of God
has been pleafed to reveal himfelf vifibly in the Fleth, pray for us, thac
the Blood we fee here prefent toour Eyes, miay again be changed, bat
for our Unbelief the Divine Vengeance fall upon us 5 he prayed accor-
dingly ; afrer which, looking into the Chalice, he faw the Species of
‘Bread and Wine, where he had lefc Blood. ' '

How our Saviour let St. Wittekundus know the Worthy and Un-
werthy Receivers. ' : o
t. Wittekundus in the Adminiftration of the Escharif, faw a Child en-

m vita e- L) ter into every ones Mouth, playing and fmiling when' fome received

Jus,
Jan. 7.
7384

him, and with an abhorring Countenance when he went into the Mouths
of others; Chriff thms fhewing this Saint in his Countenance, who were
Worthy, and who nworthy Receivers. '

St. Wereburga’s Wild-Goofe Miracle.

Malmsbur. THE Memory of Wulfere, King of the Mercians, received a great lu-

de Pontif.
L. 4
Ap. Cap-

. grav.

S. Were-
burga.

fire from the wonderful Sanélity of his Daughter St. Wiereburga,

Who after her Father’s Death undertook a Religious Profeffion, and by
her Brother was perfiraded to accept the Government of three Monafte-
ries of Religious Virgins, Frickingbam, fince called Trent, in Staffordfbire,
Wedum and Hamburgh in Northamtonfhire. In this Station fhe not only
found due Obedience from her Cevout Danghters, but even lrrational
and Wild Creatures became fubjeét to her Command, as if by her San-
' ¢tity fhe had recovered that Empire which Man enjoy’d inbis Primitive

* Innocence. This will be made appear by her banifhing from her Terri-

tory great flocks of Wild Geefe for their Importunity and waftful De-
voaring her Corn and other Fruits. The manner of it-was as followeth.
There was near the Walls of the Town a Farm belonging to the
Monaftery, the Corn whereof was much wafted by Flocks of wild
Geefe, which the Steward of the place endeavoured, but in v&n, to
chafe away ; of which incommeodity he made complaint- to the Poly
Virgin : Whereupon fhe commanded him, faying, Go yoar ways, and
flser them all up ina Houfe. He wondering at fo ftrange 'a Command,
thoughe the Saint fpoke thofe words in jeft : But when fhe renew’d the
fame Injuntion conftantly, and in a ferious manner, e returned a-
mongft the Corn, where feeing great numbers of fuch Fowl devour-
ing the Grain, he, with aloud voice, commanded them,in his Miftrifles
.name, to follow him: Hereupon, immediately, they all, in one Drove,
follow’d him, and were fhat up together in aHoufe., Now it hapred,
: - Digit; thas
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that a. certain Servant, privately, ftole one of the fame Birds, which he -
hid, with intention to eat it. ‘The next morning, early, the Holy Virgin
went to the Houfe, where, after fhe had, in a Chiding tnanner, repre-
hended the Birds for uforping that which beloriged not ro them, the
commanded them to flie away, and not retarn. Immediarely the -
whole Army of them took wing ; but being fenfible of the injury done
themn, they flew not away, but hovering over the Holy Virgins head,
with wondetful noife; made complaint of their lofs.  She hearing their
importunate Clamours, underftood, by Infpiration, the caufe thereof ;
and, after fearch made, the Offender confefled his Theft; whereupon

fhe commanded the ‘Bird to be reftored to her Companions. After

which shey all, with one confent, flew away, fo as that not any Bird of
that kind was aftetwards. feen in thar Terrory. And Willtam of

Mabnshary affirms, Thac the ftolen Bird was kill’d, and again reftored

- to life by the Saint. . F. Creffi’s. Church- Hifforys po 427,

Of Sz. Juftinian’s ﬁeing bebeaded, and of bis croffing the Seas on
foor afterwards,with bis Head in bis band, -

St. Fuftinion was born: of a Noble Family in Leffor Brirasy , where, 4p. Cap-
after lvaving fpent his Yosithin 8rudy and. Learning he reccived the £74%: 17
Order of Priefthood. Thefs e teavetled, and at length camte to an 72754
Ifland, then cdlled Lemescy, now Ramfy. Afterwards hé became St.
Dawid’s Confeflor, and 4 thighty Promoter of Chriftiarity. '~ Thisfee -~
the Devil to work againft him § and by thdat Edemy of Mankind’s In-,
figation, three of this lioly MansServants, who lad been reprov’d by

himy for their ldlenefs, and mifpending ¢heir - time, rufht upon him,

threw him to the ground, and moft cruelly cue off his Head. But

inthe place where the facred Head fell to the gtound, a Fountain of

pore Wacer prefently flow?d,by drinking of which, in fellowing times,

many were, miraculovdly, reftoredto health. : '

. But Miracles, greater than thefe,immediately fitcceéeded his death:

For the Body of the blefled Martyr prefently rofe, and taking the

Head between the two Arme, went down to the Sea fhore, ‘and walk-

ing. thence on the Sea, pafled over to the Port cafled by his Name ;-

and being arriv’d in the plaee where a Church is new buile to his me-

mory, iv.fell down, and was: there. buried by St. Dawvid, with fpiritaal

Hymns and. Canticles: In - which.Church our Lord vouchfafes fre-
quently to atteft the Sanctiey of his Servant by many Miracles. F. Cre~

1% Church- Biffory, p. 2 34. :
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and knockd at a Church-door.

t. Ofitha was Daughter of a _Mem‘}ni Prince, named Fritbﬁmld, and
of Wilterburga, Daughter of Pende , King of the AMercians. She
was bred up in great Piety, and, through her Parents Authority, be-

| I:{cw S. Ofitha walk d; when dead,’ with her Fead in ber ,haud,}",

" came Wife to Sighere, Companion of S; Seb. in the Kingdom: of the

Hurcus in
Martyro-
log. 7.
Ottob.

Eaft Angles. -But preferring the Love of a heavenly Bridegroom; be-
fore the Embracces of aKing, her Husband complied with ‘her Devo-
tion ; and, moreover, not only permitted her to confecrate her felf to
our Lord, buttieftowed on her a Village, fituated near the Sea, called
Chic, where building a Monaftery, fhe enclofed her- felf. And after
fhe had fpent fome time in the {ervice of God; it-hapned that a Troop
of Danifb Pirats landed there; whao, going out of their Ships, Wafted
and burnt the Countrey thereabout, ufing all manner of Cruelty
againft the Chriftian Inhabitants. Then he who was the Captain of that
impious Band, having learnt the Condition and Religious Life of the
bleffed Virgin St. Ofitha, began, by Entreaties, and Prefents, to tempt
her to Idolatry ; adding withal, Threats of Scourging, and other Tor-

. ments, if {he refufed to adore the gods which-he worthipped.” Bure
- theHoly Visgin defpifing his Flatteries, and not fearing his Threats,

Capgrav.
in §. Ofi-
tha.

made finall account of the Torments attending her. Whercupon the
faid Captain, enraged at her Conftancy, and fcorn of his Idols, pro-
nounced Sentence of Death againft her, commmanding her. to lay
down her Head to becut off. - And in the fame place where the Holy
Virgin fuffered Martyrdom, a clear Fountain broke forth, which cured
feveral kinds of Difeafes. ~ As foon as her Head was off, . the Body pre-.
fently rofe up, and taking up the Head in the hands, by the conduét of
Angels, walked firmly the ftraight way to the Church of the Apaftles
St.Peter, and St. Paul, aboura quarter of a Mile diftant from the place
of her fuffering: And when it was come there, it knocked at the Door
with the bloody hands, as defiring it might be opened, and thereon
lefc marks of Blood. Having done tlis, it fell there down to the
ground ; now her Parents having heard of her death, earneftly defi-
red, as fome recompence for their lofs, to enjny the comfort of bury-

" ing with.them her headlefs Body :  which.being brought to them, they .
“Interred it in a Coffin of Lead in the Church of 4ylesbury, where ma-:
- ny Miracles were wrought by her Interceflion. At length, her facred

Reliques, by a Divine Vifion, were tranflated thence, back again to the-
Church of Chic, which Maurice, Bithop of London, repofed in a pre-
cious Coffer ; at which time the Bifhop of Rocheffer, then prefent, was
cured of a grievous Infirmity. F.Cref’s Church- Hifory, p. 424.

. The
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Khe Hiftory of St. Claire, a Martyr to Chaflity.
t. Claire, by Birth an Englifh-man, of a very Noble Defcent, and 1I- Martyro-
luftrious for his outward Comelingfs, inward natural Endowments, %}; G;i@
fingular Piety, rare Chaftity. Being at vears of maturity, his Parents "
would have matcht him to a Noble and Beautiful Virgin: But, to pre- -
ferve his Virginal Purity, on his very Marriage day he ftole away into
France, where he efpous’d an Hermit’s life, and fpent his days in firict .
- Exercifes of Piety. But the Enemy of Man’s falvation could not long
fupport the brightnefs of Divine Graces fhining in this Saint; to obfcure
which, he inflamed, with Luft, the Mind of a certain Noble-woman
dwelling near, who immediately attempted to expugn the Chaftity of .
the Servant of God: But St. Claire refolately refited the fhamelef’
Lady ; .notwithftanding which refiftance, when her Sollicitations more
increafed, he was forced, for his own quietne(s and liberty, to forfake
his Monaftery. ' '
The lafcivious Woman, defperately enraged with his departure,
fent two Murderers in fearch of him,. who, at laft, found him in a poor
Cottage, where he had fixed his Habitation with one onely Compa-
nion, named Cyinus. There they firft fet upon him with manyeppro-
brious Speeches, and, at laft, drawing out their Swords, they molt
cruelly cut off his Head, whil’ft he, devoutly kneeling, offered his. Sa-
crifice of Chaftity toour Lord, the Lover of pure Minds,and Patron
of Innocence. -, . ) P
This glorious Champion of Chaftity being thus victorieus by Pa-
tience, prefently after arofe, and with his hands taking op his Head,
by the affiftance of Angels, carried it to a Fountain, not far diftant,
into which he caftit; and then carried the fame back to the Oratory
of his Cell ;:and-going on a little further,towards a Village feated near
the River Epta, which fince took a new Name from this glorious Mar-
tyr, he there confummated his Courfe, and tranfmitted his bleffed Soul
to Heaven. As for his Companion Cyrinus, he being firlt dangeroufly 4p Cap-
wounded, was, by the Prayers of St. Claras, wonderfully reftored 10 grav.in s.
health. The diftin@ place where this holy Martyr fuffered, is faid to Claro.
be in the Territory near Rowen in Normandy, near the River Seyne.

S. Decumanus does himfelf wafb bis own Head, after it wa

cut_ off. .
t. Decumanus, born of Noble Parents in the Seuth-weftern parts of ﬁ;’,’,‘,l,“‘
Wales, forfiking his Countrey, the more freely to give himfelf to 4ngl. 27.
Mortification, and Devotion, pafied the River Sewerne upon a Hurdle 4uguf?. -
of Rods, and retired himfelf into a mountainous vaft Solitude covered g‘ﬁ:‘;
with Shrubs and Bryars, where he fpent his Life in the repafe of Con- pecymgs-

templation, till in the end he was flain by a Murderer, But »,
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But it fo hapned, that when his Head was cut from his Body, the
Trunk raifing it felf up, took the Head, which it carriedefrom. the
place where he was flain, to .a Spring not far off, which flowed with
a moft chryftal Water, in which, with the Hands, it wafhed the Blood

~away ; which Spring, in memory of the Saint, is, to this day, called

St. Decamanfis’s Spring, near to which place the Body, together with
the Head, was Honourably buried by the neighbouring Inhabitants.
F. Creffi’s Church-Hiffory, p. 526. ot

S. Ruadanus, and S. Finnian, Counter- Miracle one another.

-St. Ruadanus obtained this fpecial favour of God, that froma certain
Tree in his. Cell (Zilia it’s calP’d) from the hour of Sun-fetting till
Nine a Clock the next Day, dropt a Liquor ofa peculiar tafte, pleafing
to every Palate; which then fill'd a Veffel, which fofficed for a Dinner
for him and all his Brotherhood : and fromy Nine a Clock to Sun-fetting
it dropt half a Veflel full, with which Strangers were entercained. Upsn
the fame of this Miracle many of the Saints came to St. Finmisn, defiring
him to go along with them to thar place, and perfnade Ruadawnsao live
a Life comon with others. St. Finnisn went with them, and when they
came to the Tree that gave the admirable Liquor, he fign’d it with che
figa of the Crofs, and after Nine a Clock the Liquor ceas’d to flow.

St. Ruadanas hearing that his Mafter S. Fimmian, and feveral others were
come to him, hecalled hisServant, and bid. him prepare a Dinner for
his Guefts ; who going to the Tree, he found the Veffel that fiood un-
der it wholly empty, and told his Mafter how it was ; who bid him

‘carry his Veflel to the Fountain, and fill it to the top with Water,

which when he had done, prefently the Water was changed into the
tafte of that Liquor which dropt from the Tree. Moreover,he found
a Fifh of great bignefs in the Fountain, and carried all to the Man of
God ; who commanded him to fee thefe Gifis before St. Finnian. He
feeing what was done, Croffed the Liquor, and- it was changed again
into common Water, and faid, #%y % rbis Liguor of a falfe Name gives
unto me? The Difciples of St. Finnian feeing all this, defired their Ma-
fter to go to the Fountain, and Crofs it, as he had done the Tree: But
St. Finnian anfwered. them, My Brethren, do not griewe this holy Man,
for if be go before us to the next Bag, he will be able to 4o the [ame that
be did in the Trte, and the Water, namelj, make [uch Liquor flow thence.
Wherefore St. Finnian, and the reft, all entreated St. Ruadanus, that he
would live as others did’; which he yielded to, and he held the com-
mon courfe of living., - - . -

St.
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St. Auguftin’s Miracle. ‘

' gt; Auguftin difputing with the Britifh Bifhops about the Obfervation Fatber
) of Esffer, and arguing, That they did not keep it in its due time : Crefly ’
-When the Britains, after a long Difputation, would not be moved to C”."":r N
give their Affent, but would follow their own Traditions, St. Augufin 113. 7.8
brought the Difpute to this Conclufion, faying, Ler us befeech our Lord,
who makes Bretbren of one mind in the Houfe of bss Father,that he would B l2.c.2.
wouchfafe, by Celeftial Signs, to make known unto us, which of the Trads-
tions s t0 be followed, and which s the right Path leading to bis Kingdom.
Let fome Per[om be bere produced among us; and he by whofe Cares be [hall be -
cured, let that Man’s Faith and Praétice be believed acceptable to God,
and to be followed by Men. This Propofition being accepted , with
much ado, a blind Man was brought before them, and was firft of-
fered to the Britifh Bithops,but by their Endeavors and Miniftry found
no Cure and Help. At length Aufin, compelled thereto by juft Ne-
ceflity, kneeled down, and prayed toGod to reftore the blind Man his
fight'; whereupon,immediately, the blind Man (upon his Prayer ) re-
ceived fight, and Auftin was proclaimed by all a true Preacher of Ce-
leftial Light. : S
- St.Keyna turns Serpents into Stowes.

=y H.E Holy Britifh Virgin St. Keyns was Iluftrious for her Birth,

. being the Daughter of Bragemus, Prince of that Province of ﬂ’;bf:‘r"z
Weales, which, from him, was called Brecknockfhire 5 but more 1luftri- Zﬁr‘,-,f,-‘
. ous for her Zeal to preferve her Chaftity, for which fhe was call’d, in yis Iflend

the Britifh Tongue Keynvayre, that is, Keyna the Virgin. When fhe under Bri-
came to ripe years, many Noble Perfons fought her in Marriage, but tithKings.
the utterly forfook that ftate, having confecrated her Virginity to our

Lord by a perpetual Vow. At length fhe determined to forfake her .

. Countrey, and find out fome defart place where fhe might attend to-
Contemplation ; wherefore directing her Journey beyond Sewern, and
coming to certain woody places, the requefted the Prince of that
Countrey, that fhe might be permitted to ferve God in that Solitude.

The Prince’ was willing to grant her Requeft, only he. told her, e
place did [o [warm with Serpents, that neither Man nor Beafts could in-
babit in it. To which fhe replied, That ber Truft was fixed in the Name =
and Affiffance of Almighty God, and therefore fhe doubted not to drive all
that poyfomous brood cut of that Region. Hereupon the place was readily
granted to the Holy Virgin, who proftrating her felf to God in fervent
Prayer, obtain’d of him to change all the Serpents and Vipers there
into Stones ; fo as to this day the Stones, in that Region, refemble the
windings of Serpents through all the Fields and Villages, as if they

. had been fo fram’d by the hand of the E;gravcr.

' R - The



34 | Miracles of the Britifh,
The Ififlor] of St. D"avvid., and bis Miracles.

Tb‘cl{"‘z‘ " HE King of the Region, ¢all’d Ceretica, travelling to Dusetis,
:{ﬁh",’ ol met, by the way, a Religious Virgin; call’d Nowsizs,-of great
this Iland Beauty ; which be lufting after, by Violence deflowr’d ; She, hereby,.
under the conceiv’d a Son, but neither before nor after had ever knowledge of
Britih  any Man. The King thus Father of St. David, is call’d Xantbs; ; and-
ﬁ!"gl‘:of:; his Mother, by fome, nam’d Melaria ; others, Nonnita. His Eminency .
don Prin. Was predited by St. Patrick long befoye: For that Saint being i the
sed by N. Valley of Rofina, in the Province of Dimete ( Nosth-Wefp Wales ; me-
Thompf. ditating on his Miflioninto Ireland, had a Revelation by an Angel, That
V€87, afier Thirty Years a Child [hould be bors in that Prowimce, which [bosld
give a great Luffre ta that Coumerey. And his Nativity was uther'd- in.
by anofhcr Miragle: For when Gildas Albanius was, from the Pulpit,
teaching a great Congregation, on the (adden he became dumb, and
unable to fpeak, but afterwards broke forth intg thefe words: 4 Holy
Woman, cal’d Nonnita, now prefens im this Church, is greas wish Cbild,,
and fhall fhortly be brought ta Bed of a Sem, full veplenifhi with Grace. It
was in regard to bim that I was bindred from [peaking, by a Divine Power
reftraining my Tiggue. Tbw Child [boll be of [0 eminent Santtity , that
none in thefe our Parts are comparable to bims 1 will furrender this Region
to him, who will from bis. Infancy , by degrees, incresfe in Grace and
Sanctisy : An Angel,God’s Me[fenger, hath revealed this untome. This
Holy Child, not long after born, being baptiz’d , and growing up in
Grace, became the firfk Bifkop of Afenewvia, to which placé he tran-
-ﬁdl‘eddtle Bifhoprick of Caer/eom, and which, from him, was called St..
Dawvids. ‘ : - v ,
Bbe faze  Nowin the Year of Grace 519,a Bririfh Synod being aflembled, on
of Church the occafion of the deteftable Herefie of the Pelsgians, Panlin, 2 Bithop
"‘g‘:"" with whom St. Dawid in his Youth had been educared, earneftly per-.
Briith . fuaded the Fathess to fend fot - St. Dawid in the Name of ‘the Synod,
Xings, p- Who was lately confecrated Bifhop by the Patriarch, to afford his affift-
238, ance to God’s Church now in great danger; but could not prevail
with him to forfake his Contemplations, until, at laft, two Holy Men,
Daniely and Dubritius, by their Authority brought him to the Synod:
Ard then all the Fathers there affembled, enjoin’d St. David to preach.. -
He commanded a Child, which had lately been reftor’d to Life by him,
to-fpread a Napkin under his Feet, and ftanding upon it, he began to.
expound the Gofpel and the Law to the Auditory. All the while he con-
tinued,a fnow white Dove defcending from Heaven,fate upon his fhoul-.
der, and the Farth, on which he ftood, rais’d it felf under him, tifl ic
became a Hill, from whence bhis Voice, like a Trumpet, was clearly:
beard and underitood by aHl both far.and near: On the (op of wbicg
' - - Hi
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Hill a Church was afterwards built, which remains to this day. When
the Sermon was finifht, fo powerfully did Divine Grace co-operate,
that the Herefie foon vanifh’d , and was extinguifh’d ; and the Holy
Bithop St. David , by the general Election and Approbation both of
Clergy and People, was exalted to be Archbithop of alt Cambria. Now
concerning the fame Pawlin or Paulins that fent for David to the Sy-
nod, we find that St. David, as foon as he was promoted to the Prieft- "
hood, went to Paulins, a Difciple of St.German ; and that in a certain $P 14T
" Ifland he led a Holy Life acceptable to Ged, and that St. David livd
‘with him many years, and follow’d his Inftruions. Paulinus, at laft,
by extreme pains in his Eyes, loft the ufe of thems; whereupon calling
his Difciples together, he defired that one after another they would
look upon his Eyes, and fay a Prayer or Benediltion on them: Bat
* receiving no Benefit thereby, David faid to him, Fasber, Command me
ot to Jook you in the Face ; for Ten Years are pafé fince I fudied the Scrs-
ptures with you, and in all that time I never bad the boldwefs 1o look you
in the Face. Paulins, admiring his Humilicy, faid, Simee st is o, it will
fuffice, if by touching mine Eyes 5 thou promounce & Benediition on them.
Prefently therefore,. as foon as he had toucht them, Sight was reftored °
ta them. When St. David game to dye, our Lord Jefus vouchfafed
him his Prefence, as he had promis’d by his Angel, to the infinite Con-
folation of the Holy Father: And St. Kemtigers faw a multitude of )
Angels conducting him into the Joy of our Lord ; and our Lord B. p. 146
himfelf, at the Entrance of Paradife, crowning him with Glory and

Honour: . .

St. Winwaloe’s Siffers Eye being pluckt out by a Goofe , he
" “opens the Goofe, reflores bis Sifter to ber Eye, and the Goofe
. to ber Lg'ﬁ'. ) . :

t. Winwaloe’s Sifters Eye being plucke out as- flie was playing by a ,

Goofe, he was taught by an Angel a fign whereby to Z‘n?iv that gg-ni:;

Goofe from the reft about the Houfe,and having cut it open,found the 3.'p, 25,
Eye in its Entrails, preferved by the power of ‘God uhhurt, and fhining
like'a Gem; which bé took, and .pt itin agaim it it proper- platey
and recovered his Sifter: And was fo kind alfo-to- the ‘Goofe,. as’
;g felt:d it away alive, after it had: been cac up, to the reft of the .

OCK. . . . Do

Fa A
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An Obedient Fox punifbt for ffealing a Sézir(f'} Hen.

Bull. 48. Fox having ftol one of S. Genu/pb’s Hens, he chid the Fox, and
i;"‘&G;f commanded him to lay it down juft in the place whence he took

nulph. 4d it 3 all which the Fnx performed ;. but could not fo efcape, but was mi-
Jan.17.  raculoufly pun:fht for his Theft; for as he was running away by the
Door of the Church, he fell down dead. T :

The Miracle of the Red Sea repeated.

The State Hile St. Parick labour’d with great fuccefs in the Gofpel, Bri-
of Church tain wasillufirated with the Memory of another great Saint Win-

ﬁg ‘;;I;;Z waloey the Son of a Noble Perfon called ‘Fracon, Coufin-german of a

der Bri- .
ifh 12_.‘,.;,, inflam’d.with an earneft defire to live to God only ; and having got leave

#-89.  of his Parents to be commended to the care of a certain Religious Man,
he made great Progrefles in Vertue and Holinefs ; and in procefs of
time undertook a Monatftical Profeflion. - Many Miracles God wrought

by him, in performance whereof, having a firmFaith, he made ufe only. -

of the Sign of the Crofs, and Oyl which had been bleffed : Amongit
which Miracles the moft ftupendious was, his raifing a Young Man ta
- At this time the Glory.of the moft Holy Prelate St. Pstrick was fa-
mous in God’s Church, who like a Bright Star illuftrated all Ireland s
and the report of his admirable Vertues kindled-in St. Winwalie fo great
~ an Affetion towards him, that he end¢avoured to pafs over to him;
and be fubject to his Direction in Piety. Behold, while the Holy Man’s
thoughts were bufied about this Defign; St. Patrick ina Vifion prefented
" himfelf to him with an Angelical Brightnefs, and a golden Diadem on
~ his head, telling him he was the fame Parrick, whom he fo earneftly de-
fired to vifit : But to prevent a dangerous Journey by Seaand Land, dur
Lord hath fent me to thee to fulfil thy defire , {o as thoy mayft enjoy
. both my fight and Converfation : he further told St. Winwalce,that he
- fhould be a Guide and Dire@or of many in Spirituals.

" The Baron of Honfd_en’s Pifion. ,

'N.the Year 1596. the Baron of Hen/den, who had been formerly of

. Elizabesh, the Queen of Erigland’s Council, falling dangeroufly ifl,

« faw .entring into his-Chamberfix of the Principal Officers of this King-:
dom, who dyed a lictle before, and had as well as he been cruel Perfe-’

cutors of the Catholick Religion. They appeared almoft all furrounded
with flames; and in that difmal eftate, drawing near his Bed, they bid
him acquaint William Cecil, one of the Accomplices of their Impieties

and their Violences , that in a little time he thould defcend into, l—t!!ell,
’ ' * o -there

Britsfl; Prince nam’d Coton. 'This S, Winwaloe was from his Childtiood |
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there with them to fuffer thePunifhment that was due to fo manyCrimes.
After they were vanifh’d, the Sick Man related the Vifion he had had,
and affirmed with OQaths that it was no Réwverte, but a certain Truth.
Neverthelefs he did not avail himielf of it: For inftead of employing
‘the remainder of his Life in doing fruits worthy of Penitence, he dy’d
fome tew days after in his Error, and‘in his Sin: Ceci/ quickly followed
- him, God having fhatcht him out of the World by a Death:as fatal as
itwas fudden and unforefeen. Le Pedag. Chrift. P. 2.65.

' The Miracles By Chrift’s Blood:

Ales in Gloucefferfhire, where the Blood of Jefus Chrift, brought L. Her- _
from Ferufalem, being kepe ( as was affirmed ) for divers Ages, bert’s Hi-

had drawn a great many ;rcat Offerings to it from remote Places: And ﬁ"’r "J: be
it was faid to have this Property, That if a Man were in Mortal Sin, Ei?b;yb
and not abfolved, he could not fee it ;- otherwife very well : Therefore p 494.
every Man that came to behold this Miracle, confefs’d himfelf firft toa
Prieft there, and then offering fomething to the Altar, was directed toa-
2 Chappel there the Relique was fhewed ; The Prieft who confefs’d him-
(in the mean while) retiing himfelf to the back part of the faid Chap-.
pel, and putting forth uporrthe Altai a Cabinet or Tabernacle of Chry-
ftal, which being'thick on the one fide, that nothing could be feen -
thorou.Eh it 5 but on the other fide thin and tranfparent, -they ufed di-
verfly: For if a rich and devout Man entred,they would fliew the thick
fide,till he had paid for as manyMafles,and given as large Alms asthey
thought fit ; afcer which (to his great joy) they permitted him to fee
the thin fide, and the Blood. Whether yet (as my Author, a Clerk of
the Council to Edward the Sixth, and living in thefe times, affirms) was .
proved to be the Blood of a Duck, every week renewed by two Priefts,

v

who kept the Secret between them.

- Miracles faid to be wrought by
. St.Thomas A Becker.
vy i ':‘s ',ff'bf)"i-.’::',".'.r : 1 PR o
St. Thomas A Becket chufes the Blefled Wirgin: forbis Miftrefs,,
and She mends bis Shirt for bim. - - LN
St. Thomas, that Arch-ftickler againft:the Prerogatives of the Crown Genoni :
and his King, to favour the Progrefles of Church-Privileges and the Chroni-
Interefts of the Pope, we are told, from his youth had vow’d his Cha- ¢on. SS.
ftity to the Blefled Virgin; and being, on a time, among fome Cof his ﬁ'f;.' il
v om- '

Lol . -

————— —
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Miracles faid to be wrought
Companions ( before he was Archbifhop ) he heard them boafling of
 their Miftrefles, and the {pecial Prefents they had regeived from them.
Thomas told them that they vapour'd foolihly, for he had a Miftreg
that far excelled all theirs ; who had beit :wed fich a Frefent on hin,
that they never faw any thing likeit. AIl - s he intended in a Spiritual
Senfe; but, they urging vehemently thar h- would fhew them what he
talked of; he ran to the Church, ind pa; -d the Blefled Virgin to par-
don the Prefumptuous Word be bad {poken of her. To wiom the.ap-
peared in a Vifion, and incouragingly told him, that he did well to cry
up the Excellency of his Miftrefs ; and fhe gave him a very fine and a
very little Box, which his Companions fhatche out of -his hagd, and
opening, ‘faw fomething of a Purple Colour, and taking it out, behold
a wonderful fine Cs/1-/2,(a Garment which the Priefts wear.) This Story

-+ came to the ears of che Archbifhop of Canrerbury, who fent for Thomas,

and learnt of him the ttuth of it, whereupon he fecretly determined ig
his mind to make him his Succeffor.  But this Favour of the Viegin's in
the Prefent of a New Garment, was not fo wonderful as another we are
told of,that concerned an Old one.For when he was Archbithop,be ufed
to wear a Hair-fhirt next his Skin on Saturday, (3 Day dedicated to the
Blefled Virgin) which being rent, Wickmen tells us, that the Blefled

Gonon. - Virgin held his Shirt, whilft he ftitched it; but Gomangs reports is thue,
Ybidp 176. There was an Englith Prieff thot daily faid the Mafs of the Blfled Virgim,
& vync:tb- becaufe be bad nyt skill 10 [ay any others who being accufed, wias fufpended
man’s Sab- by St. Thomas from his Office for his want of skill. St. Thomas.op 4

batifmus

Maria-

tie bad hidden his Hajr-[birt under bis Bed, that at a conveniens [eafon.ba

ows, p.73. might [ecretly fiaw st : The Bleffed Virgin alfzeand. to the forefsid Prieft, amd

commanded bim to go to Thomas, and rell bimy that the Mather of God-bad
granted leave to the Prieft that daily celebrazed ber Mafs, andwias [upended,
to officiate again ; by tbis token, that [he. for wbofe love be [aid Mals; bad
Jowed bis Hair-[hirt that lay in fuch a places and bad left the Red Hair with
which fhe fowed it. 'Thomas bearing this, was amazed, and found it. fi
as the Prieft related y and gave him power bereupon to officiate.

. A Fowl is turn'd intg a Carp for St. Thomas bis Coweaiency. \

HE Englifh Legend relates in the Life of St, Thomas, That when -
T\ he was at Rome, upon a Fafting-day, a Fowl being provided for
his Dinner, becaufgno Fifh could be bought, the Capon was miracu-
loufly turned into a Carp, rather thar the Holy Man thould break the

_ Orders of the Church.

+
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How God miraculoufly vindicated Thomas againft his Enemies in
bis Life-time. - v

N Ow St. Thomas being accounted the King’s Enemy, began to be polyd,
contemned, and hated by the common People,that ccming to a Virgsl.

Town cafled Sirode, the Inhabirants of that Place meaning to put an Angli

affront npon this good Defpifed Father, prefumed to cut off his Horfes f’fl

Tail which he rode upon : bat hereby they brought a perpetual re- 19:13.

proaclr upon themfelves; for aftetwards it fell out, by the Pleafure of

God, that all the Race of thofe Men that committed this Fact, were

born wich Tails, like Brute Beafts ; whence the Proverb comes of Ken-

tifr Long-tails. - ‘ -

The Wonderfal Judgments qf Thomas a Becket's Murderers.

'LL Men fhunned thejr Cottpany , and none eat or drank with Hoveden..
them ; they caft the Fragments of their Meat to the Dogs, and Hift-

when they had tafted them, they would eat no more of them: fo ma. P+ 9%
nifeft was God’s Vengeance, that they who contemned the Lord’s Anoin-
ted , were even gontemned by Dogs. A Canoniz’d Hiftorian adds fur- Antonin.
thet, That of thofe-who kifled hit, fome with their ‘Teeth gnawed off” HifE. Toz,
their own Fingers in pleces, qrhers had their Bodies flowing with Cor- 7- 709
rupt Macter, othérs were ‘dii;%lvcd by the Palfy , and others miferably
died of Madnef:. '

Certain Vifions, Revelations and Miracles relating to St Thomas
- a Becket’s Death. '

Lictle before St. Thowmas retarned out of Banithment, it was reveal- Antonim

ed to him, that a few days after his return he fhould go to Hea- Hi. To2..
ven by dying a Martyr ; and we are told that while he way praying at 7 706
the Monaftery of Ponfiniac, he heard a Voice from Heaven, faying, O Harpe
Thamas, Thomas, my Church fhall be lorgfed in thy Blood. A certain field's
Yoang Man being under an Infirmity, %\is oul went out of his Body, Hiff. Ecehi.
and returned again 5 and he faid he had been wrapt up into Heaven, A"8!
and faw an empty Seat mightily adorned, placed among the Apoftles; * 334
And when he asked for whom that magnificent Seat was prepared,
an Angel anfwered, it was referved for a certain great Prieft of the En-

" glifh Nation ; which was underftood 6f St. Thomas. Heraclius alfo, the Capgrave
Patriarch of Ferufalem, coming into Emgland, related this Vifion. A cer- in tbe
tain Fryer was fick to Death in a Monaftery of the Holy Land, the Abbor Lif¢ ¢f
defired him to certify him of his ftate after Death, which he promifed, m;s]}‘z;
and dyed. A few days after he appeared to the Abbot, and told him = * """
he engoyed the Vifion of God ; and that you may'not doubt of my Hap-
pinefs, know, faith he, Thar when I was carried by Angels into Heafrzen,

< there
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there came & great Man with an unfpeakable admirably Proceffiom follow-
ing him of Amgels, Patriarchs, Prophets, and Apoftles, &c. - This Ma®
ftood before the Lord as a Martyr, all his Head being torn, and hi®
‘Blood feeming to diftil from the clefts of his Wounds. To whom the
Lord faid, O Thomas, thus it becometh thee to emter into the Cosurt of
the Lord ; and added," I will gove no lef[s Glory to thee, tham that I hawe
beftowed on Peter.  And the Lord took & mighty golden Crown, and put
. # on bis Head.  The Fryer added, Know for certain » that Thomas of
Canterbury is flain about this simes inark my words, and obferve the
time : And o he vanithed. This the Abbot told to the Patriarch, who
Hoveden related itin England. Before St. Thomas was buried, as he lay in the
Hift- p. Quire upon the Bier, in the morning, lifting up his Right Hand, he gave
299. his Benedicion to'the Monks. - R
Czfarius A certain Soldier, a great Lover of St. Thomas, was enquiring eve-
Dialeg. -TY where, How he might ger any of his Reliques ? Which a crafty
dift. 8. c. Prieft hearing, at whofe Houfe he fojourned, faid to him, Ihave by me
70 .a Bridle which St. Thomas long ufed ; which the Soldier hearing, gave
him the Money he asked for it, and received the Bridle with much De-
-votion. And God, to whom nothing is impoffible, willing to reward
the Faith of the Soldier, vouchfafed to work many Miracles by that
. ‘Bridle in Honour of his Martyr ; which the Soldier confidering, built a
‘Charch inHonour of St. Thomas, and, inftead of Reliques, put therein
this Bridle of the cheating Prieft.

‘ Mighty Wanders performed in the Behalf of thofe that invoked
) St. Thomas’s belp. - B

v, fol. Y Here was a Bird, fays the Fefivale, that was tangh; to fpeak, and
E;%”ﬁ’; T could fay St. TbamZt; it hapned that this Bird. fitting out of his
toninus  Cage, a Spar-Hawk feiz’d on it,and was ready to kill it; but the Bird
Joc. citat: " crying, Sr. Thomas help, the Spar-Hawk fell down dead.
{';J,,‘,’,Z;n,, King Lewis of France was extraordinarily heard, for coming over
Paramb.of, to offer at this Saints Tomb at Canterbury, and praying fo; a fafe Paf-
Kent; p. fage, he obtained that neither he, nor any other from thence_forth that
143 croffed the Seas between Dower and Withfond, fhould fuffer any Lofs or
Shipwreck. ) . o
Antoni- Again, A fpecial Friend of Tbomm, being under an I_nﬁrmuy, came
nus. Ibid, to the Tomb of thieSaint, to pray for the recovery of his health,which
' he received to the full : But being return’d home, he thought within
- himfelf, that perhaps that Infirmity was inflicted on him for his Salva-
tion, and was for the greater profit of -his Soul than Health was; and
tkerefore returning to the Sepulchre of the Saint, he prayed, Zbas wbat
 fhowld moft conduce to his Salvation, whetber Sicknefs or Health, that Tho-
mas would obtain it for bim of the Lord. Whereupon his Infirmity re-
turced again upon him. T ¢ St
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by Thomas a Becket. 4t
8¢, Thomas’s Civility to other Sdints in the matter of Curés.

Clerk having been troubled: with Vomiting, and a bloody Flux, Capgr.2it.
" and aPainin his Eyes, that he was almoft blind, he had for 15 ‘S;r Cut‘;f
days together implored the Martyrs help at Canterbury : to whom St. 78 t. fol.
Thomas at laft appeated, and bid him rife quickly, and go to Dirrbam ' .
to St. Cuthbert, and by-his Merits he fhould obtain Mercy and- Health:
For ((aid he ) Twill bave my Jangaifhing Patients and Servants go to bim
for Cure, and bis come to me. -And the firft day he came thither he was
cured. .’ -

The peculiar Veneration paid to St. Thomas’s Shrine, eves above
that of the Blefled Virgin, or that of -Jefus Chriff. 1

X X TE are told of anHundred thoufand People, that in fome years, W. Sum- .
. - V'V have come to pay their Devotions to his Shrine! Nay more, “"g:“"'
that their Zeal cowards him was fo hot, as fometimes they feemed to-"{,a e
have but little confideration of the blefled Virgin her felfyand none at” "™
- all of Chrift. Far there being three Alcars in the Church of Canter- gg‘:‘ﬁ' by
bury, onededicated to Ghrift, another to the Virgin Mary, andathird 0., o
to Thomas. We are told out of an old Lieger-Book of that Church, that pepifh
one Year the Offerings at the Shrine of Thomas amounted to 954 /. Treafons,

6 5. 3d. when thofe to the bleflfed Virgin came only to 4 /. 1s. 8 4. &¢.p. 17
and to Chrift nothing at all. . N |
Of @ Man that had bis Eyes put out,and his Privities cut off, and
_ was made perfed again by St. Thomas. -~
ON E Eilwardus having in his Drink broke into a Man’s houfe, and
J fiole fome of his Goods, fuch an Altion of Felony was laid
againft him, that he was condemned to have his Eyes put out, and his -
Privities to be cut off, which Sentence was executed-upon him ; and
he being in danger of Death by bleeding, was counfelled to 'pray to
St. Thomas. In’ the Night he had a Vifion of one in' white Apparel,
who bid him watch and pray, and put bis Truft in God, and our Lady,and
boly St. Thomas. ‘The.next day the Man rubbing his Eyes, they were
reftored ; and a little afeer rubbing the other place, his Pendends, (as « .
he calls them ¥ were alfo reftored, ‘very fmall at the firft, but growing Brev. Ks.'
. ftill greater, which, he permitted every one to feel that would. . No man. an-
doubt the old Raman Breviary points at this Story, when it fays thus : ¥4- /¢ 9.
Thomas frecched out his powerful band to unufual .and unbeard of Won- , Membris
ders: For evem they that were deprived of their Eyes, and of thofe parss gen?::li:‘s
by which Mankind is propagated* , by his Merits had the Favor to receive bus priva-
new. vmes. . - - : B 1.
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The Hiflory of St. Patrick, and his Miracles.
Stami- t. Patrick, alias Socker, the great Apoftle of Ireland, in A. D. 361.
burfR. ap. was born iu the South-Weft Coalt -of Britany among the Dimsetor
Hareum. in the Province called Pembrokefbire. His Father was Caliphurnius | a
37. Mar¢- Byitifh Prieft or Deacon ; his Mother Comcba, the Sifter olP St. Martin
St. Beds, Bifhop of Towrs. 'The Village where he was born, was called Ban-

’ nava, where anciently Gyants are faid to have dwelt. : :
Antiq. Buc Socher, afterwards called Pasrick, was,in the Sixteenth year of
Gluflon.in his Age, Jed away Captive in an Incurfion made by the Pids into
f;;:g’- - England, and fold to a Noble-man in the Northern parts of Ireland.
in Porrs. - Six whole Years the- devout Youth fpent in this flavery, all the” while
cio. addrefling his Prayers to God an hundred times aday, and as oft in the
Focelin. in night, ufing great Mortification likewife 5 {o that with thefe two wings
vit..S. Pa- he mounted to fuch Perfeétion, as he enjoy’d a frequent Converfation
sricsh €. - with Angels. -And. pasticularly in Capgrave, we read how an Angel,
_ “called Vidfor, frequently vifited him,. and faid to him, Thou doff very
. well to faft, ere long thou [balt return to thy Countrey.- But after fix
I Antiq. Years flavery, St. Patrick, by the admonition of an.Angel, found un-
gﬁ:{’."’.‘-"{ der a certain Turf a Sum of Gold, which he gave to his Lord, and fo
8650, . - .« . —
: was delivered from Captivity, and returned to his Parents Countrey,
. which he glorioufly illufirated with the admirable Sanclity of his.
Afterwards repairing to Rome, he receivéd his Miffion for the Con-
. verfion of Ireland, from Pope Celeftinus, who changed his Name to-

Stanibur/t Payyicius, as prophecying he fhould be the fpiritual Fathet of many
Souls, and fo was promoted to his Epifcopal Dignity, and directed to-

tn vit.
$ Pasmie his Voyage into Irelend ; and -at the fame time seceived of the Pope
twelve Years of Indulgence. - - -« 0 S
“The Irijh Magicians gave this ‘warning of St. Patrick’s coming into-
Ireland feveral Years before, faying, A Man will come bither with his
o Woody whofe Table. [hall be placed ou the Eafcrn fide of bis Houfe, and
4. Cap  fome perfons flanding bebind, together with the uther, from she Table wilk
‘gr”'-'-”s,'. fingy and the Congregation will anfwer them, [ayingy Amen.. When this.
“Pamicio. )78y ',gdg Y4 e .
" Man comes be will deftroy our Gods,, fubwert. our Temples, defiroy Princes
which refiff bimy and bis Doclrine fhall remain and:prevail bere for
ever, T,
Jocelin.im - Now the piece of Wood foretold by thofe Magicians, is interpreted
:’,’fcg ‘2"’ a certain wonderful Staff which St. Pasrick. before his Journey, recei- -
26, ved from an Holy Hermit, and which was called, The Staff of Fe[us. Now
“ the Hiftory of that Staff is as follows : : s

)
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T'he Hiftory of St. Patrick, and his Miracles. 43 k

© '8t. Patrick by Divine Revelation pafs’d over to a ca___ folitary Her-
mit living in an Iflard of the Tyrrben Sea, whofe name was ?u/}mf):n[gi?il
he made good by his Actions, -beinga Manof a Holy Life, great fame
and much merit. After devout Salutations and good Difcourfe, the
garge bI:Ian l;:::'ﬂGod gave [t‘o St. Patrick a Staff, which he ferioufly affirmed
~ had been beftowed on him immediately by the ha ’

bidg{c]f, who had appearedrtq,him. Y vnd of our Lord ?eﬁ.“ .
“/Now there were in the fame ¥and at fome dift .
who liv’d folitary Lives : Of which fone '(‘eem’de v(:-‘r‘;ag-ﬁl?;:gryMo;’:h?‘{,‘;oA :
others were decrepid old Men. St. Patrickfier fome converfation with.
them, was informed thar thofe very old Men We.. Chitgrer 1o thofe who
appeared fo youthful. At which being aftonifhy ", 4 'ep quiring the
occafion of fo great a Miracle, they thus acquainte " fuvin 3 We
from our Childbood by Divine Grace hawe been much addictea’ Y, gr,k: of
Mercy, [o that ouy Dvors were: aliisays open to.all Travellers which debn.”,,
Meat or Lodging.. On & certain Night st bapned that a Stranger, bavin

Staff in bis band, wwsentertain'd by us, whom we ufed with all she Course-
 fiewe could.” On the Morning after be gave us bis Benediction, and faid, 1. ~
-ams Jelus Chrift: My Meiwbirs gou hawe bithesto oft minifired 10, and 1bis-

Night entertain’d me in sy vont Pesfon.  After this be gave the Staff which

ke bad in bis band to i Man ofiGod, onr Father borb [piritnally and car-

gally, commanding bim 1o keep it, till in [ucceeding times a certain Stranger,
named.Patrick, [beuld come to vifit bim: and to bim be fhould give it. Ha-

wing faid this, be prefently afcended into Henven. . And from that day we

bawve remained in the fame ffate of youthful Comline(s and Vigonr to this hour. Girald.
Whereas our Children, who then weve litsle Infants, are now, as you fee, be- Cambrenf,
- come decrepid old Men. Farther, in the vulgar Opinion with this Scaff *» f2/%

St. Patrick caft out of the ifland all Venomeus Beafts. g';‘i’"

- St. Patrick landed in the Province of Lenfier in the Year 432. where
having converted Sinel the Son of Finchado, he direted his Journeyin-
to Ulfter, where one Dicon coming fuddenly with Weapons, intended
to kill the Saint and his Companions. But as foon as he faw the Holy
Bifhop’s face, he felt compundtion in his heart, led the Saint to his-
Houfe, had the Faith of Ci»if preacht to him, and was converted.

While St. Patrick semain’d in Ireland, the Holy Son of God fhew’d Matt.Paris.

him a Den, into which whofoever entred and ftaid there the fpace of one fol. 73,
Day and Night, he was purged from all the Sins he iad commirtted in
his whole Life ; and continuing in the Love of Gad, he might fee all the
Torments of the Wicked, and the Joys of the Blefied. * And long after
him, an Iréfh Soldier, in the Reign ot King Srepben, entred this Purgato-
ry of St. Patruck, faw all the Punifhments there inflicted, and had alfo
a foll view of the T'erreftrial Paradife which Man loft by lus Fall: And.
at his return to Earth again, gave the King a perfe& Account of thofe
Regions. T B I aF Atrer:



44 The Hiforyof St.Patrick, and his Miracles.
Capgrave . After ejght y=~5s labouring in our Lord’s Viineyard in Ireland, to the
in Patric. Converfion of that Iland, St,Parrsck return’difo Britany, and fo werit on
Jocelmin . Rome , there to give an Account of his Apoftlethip. At his return, -
Pasricio. thence to his Native Countrey, he retired to Glaﬂmbur,];whcre he for:‘

;.. told with the Tongue-and Spirit.of Prophecy many unfortunate’, and:
é?’:&im ;gany profperous ?i?ings. which in fncare times fhould befall Britany ; and
Parricio.” _moreover forefaw and foretold the Sandjty.of St. Dawid.who'was in. his
Gul. " Mother's Womb. And at laft yielded g~ ™ature in the thirty ninth year
ﬁamﬁ}z’ after his return to the faid 1fland, ~1d was buried in the Old Charch on
Domer-.the Right band of the Altay. by,mre&!pn,of an Angel, a great flame like-

 ham. Joan. wife in the fight yfﬂmg forth in-the fame place. He lived one:

R I DA

Mona~  hyndred and eleven y <
chus. . ’

. teet Saints that performed Worderful Converfioss. f,;,f
e B0Ch. entertaitied St. e £dus the Bifhop, and fet a great Supper of
Flefh before him, bur the Bifhop would not eas Flefh, but beffing.
i the Meat, it wag turned into Bread, and Fifh, and Honey. And inthe.
Life of St. Moedoc we are told, That when St. Molua had kifled a fab
Galf for to receive.him, hearing that.St. Miedoc didtnot eat Flefh, he..
‘blefled eight pieces of Fleth; and they became eight Fithes; but the Bi<
fhop knowing by Infpiration <how-ttiey were made Fifhes, he bleflet
Colganus - thent again, and they were turned again into eight pieces of Flefh ;
gf&s"’iz which. St. Malua feeing, he was difpleafed ; for he had no other Fifhes.
Jac. 31, inhis Monaftery, and thereforé before them-al, heblefied them again,.
* pathe ‘and they became-tight Fifhes the-fecond time, and here the Contefs
=~ lcedfed § -and-for the Honour of St. Mokua-,:he was contented to feed:
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Colganus
ad 6 Fe)”
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© ~“upon them.. ... 1. BRI
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oT 1 USome” Books latcjlji'}r_zm‘e;l for R, Baldwin, .~ "
" HE Tryal of Philip Stansfield, Son to:Sir Fames Stansfield of-New-Mslus, for
_-the murther of his Father, and other Crimes Libell'd againft him, Feb.7. 1688.
© .=+~ The Revolter ;' A Tragi-comedy : Acted between the Hiwd -and Pantber, 3nd
- -, Religso Lasci, &c. T = T I R o
R ‘Rfﬁ HiLﬁdri’ca‘l'Rt!a'tion of fcvéral Great and Learned Romani/ts who“dia embrace.
. ~tﬁ‘e.Pratej£m’: Religion, with' the Reafons of their Change, delivéred in their own
Words 5 €olletted chiefly from’ the moft Eminent. Hiftorians of the Roman Perfua-'
fion :-to which is.added, a Catalogue of feveral Great Perfans of the Roman Catho«
lick Religion: who hach all along oppos’d the Tenets of the Church: of Rome. .
+-A Letter of Advice to a Young Lady, being Motives and, Directions to eftablith
. her in the Proteffant Religion : written by a Perfon of Honour, and madé publick *
b fOr the ofe of chat Sex. - - 7 Lo o L oo
~ A Seafonable Collection of Phaip Texts of Séripuuie’ (jn wokde-at length, againft.:
" favacal.Points in the Romsfh Religion) for the Ufe of Englifty:Proreftanss. .. - . J
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